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(ix. 1) When the ethnarchy of Archelaus was converted into a province, the other princes, Philip and  
Herod surnamed Antipas, continued to govern their respective tetrarchies ; as for Salome, she at her 
death bequeathed her toparchy to Julia, the wife of Augustus, together with Jamnia and the palmgroves 
of Phasaelis. On the death of Augustus, who had directed the state for fifty-seven years six months and 
two days, the empire of the Romans passed to Tiberius, son of Julia. On his accession, Herod (Antipas) 
and Phihp continued to hold their tetrarchies and respectively founded cities : Philip built 
Caesarea near the sources of the Jordan, in the district of Paneas, and Julias in lower Gaulanitis ; 
Herod built Tiberias in Galilee and a city which also took the name of Julia, in Peraea.

(2) Pilate, being sent by Tiberius as procurator to Judaea, introduced into Jerusalem by night and under 
cover the effigies of Caesar which are called standards This proceeding, when day broke, aroused 
immense excitement among the Jews ; those on the spot were in consternation, considering their laws 
to have been trampled under foot, as those laws permit no image to be erected in the city ; while the 
indignation of the townspeople stirred the countryfolk, who flocked together in crowds. Hastening after
Pilate to Caesarea, the Jews implored him to remove the standards from Jerusalem and to uphold the 
laws of their ancestors. When Pilate refused, they fell prostrate around his house and for five whole 
days and nights remained motionless in that position.

(3) On the ensuing day Pilate took his seat on his tribunal in the great stadium and summoning the 
multitude, with the apparent intention of answering them, gave the arranged signal to his armed 
soldiers to surround the Jews. Finding themselves in a ring of troops, three deep, the Jews were struck 
dumb at this unexpected sight. Pilate, after threatening to cut them down, if they refused to admit 
Caesar's images, signalled to the soldiers to draw their swords. Thereupon the Jews, as by concerted 
action, flung themselves in a body on the ground, extended their necks, and exclaimed that they were 
ready rather to die than to transgress the law. Overcome with astonishment at such intense religious 
zeal, Pilate gave orders for the immediate removal of the standards from Jerusalem.

(4) On a later occasion he provoked a fresh uproar by expending upon the construction of an aqueduct 
the sacred treasure known as Corhonas ; the water was brought from a distance of 400 furlongs. 
Indignant at this proceeding, the populace formed a ring round the tribunal of Pilate, then on a visit to
Jerusalem, and besieged him with angry clamour. He, foreseeing the tumult, had interspersed among 
the crowd a troop of his soldiers, armed but disguised in civilian dress, with orders not to use their 
swords, but to beat any rioters with cudgels. He now from his tribunal gave the agreed signal. Large 
numbers of the Jews perished, some from the blows which they received, others trodden to death by 
their companions in the ensuing flight. Cowed by the fate of the victims, the multitude was reduced to 
silence.


