Lucian of Samosata: THE PASSING OF PEREGRINUS

An account of the life and death of a Cynic phijgser who for a time in his early life went over to
Christianity, practicing it to the point of imprisment under a very tolerant administration, andraft
returning to Cynicism became in his old age so enasd of Indic ideas and precedents that he
cremated himself at Olympia, just after the ganfes.D. 165, even as Calanus had done at Susa in the
presence of Alexander the Great and as Zarmaruddraglat Athens, after initiation into the mystsyie

in the presence of Augustus.

Writing soon after the event, of which he was anesis, Lucian makes his main theme the story of
what went on at Olympia. The earlier life of Peregs is portrayed incidentally in a speech atteiolut
by Lucian to someone whose name he did not knotglbarly made by Lucian himself.

Lucian believes himself to be exposing a sham, ehlzesl was not at all for truth but only for apglau
and renown. Many notable modern critics, includiiejer, Bernays, Croiset, and Wilamowitz, dissent
from his interpretation, discerning in the man amest seeker after truth; for to them thirst florgis
not an adequate explanation of his final act. Ppoist of view hardly embodies sufficient recognitio
of the driving force of that motive with Greeksdaparticularly Greeks of the second century (Nock,
Conversion, p. 201). Greek writers recognised it as a posskjganation of the behaviour of Calanus
and of Zarmarus. In this case, Lucian not only kitileevman but knew others who knew him: for
instance, Demonax. Assuredly, the interpretatia e gives is not his alone. Perhaps it is ndaiso
wrong after all. Certainly there are authenticdieas in it, like the attempt of Proteus to get bidnek
inheritance he had previously renounced and bestaywen his native city, which make it impossible
to see in him the “earnest and steadfast man’Ahlats Gellius thought him.

A.M. HARMON

Best wishes from Lucian to Cronius. 1. The greeting marks
Cronius as a Platonist.

1. Unlucky Peregrinuspr, as he delighted to style himself, Protéus,

has done exactly what Proteus in Homer3ddter turning into 2. Cf. Aulus Gellius, XII, 11:
everything for the sake of notoriety and achievang number of philosophum nomine
transformations, here at last he has turned into $o great, it seems, war€grinum, cui postea

the love of notoriety that possessed him. And nourygenial friend hasf@gnomentum Proteus

got himself carbonified after the fashion of Empeds, except that the /2CtUm €st, virum gravem et
latter at least tried to escape observation whethiiesv himself into the constantem, etc. Lucian calls

crater? while this gentleman waited for that one of the€k festivals B'm Pri;gggf L(jls Pr(it&_()ag)s lI)r:,lt
which draws the greatest. crowds, heaped up alaegg pyre, and Ieapglc?m“':l P;oteus.’trl?é C n’ic in
into it before all those, withesses; he even adecetthe Greeks on the Py y

adu. Indoct., 14 (1, p.192),

subject not many days before his venture. and he is Proteus to the

Philostrati (of.Vit. Sophi Il,
1, 33 and for the elder
Philostratus the title of his
lost work Proteus the Cynic;
or, the Sophist), to Tatian

2. |1 think | can see you laughing heartily a tid man’s drivelling
idiocy—-indeed, | hear you give tongue as you, ralyiwould: "Oh, th
stupidity! Oh, the vainglory! Oh"—everything eldet we are in the
habit of saying about it all. Well, you are doimgstat a distance and



‘with far greater security, but | said it right bye fire and even earlier iffOrat. ad Graecos, 25), and
a great crowd of listeners, angering some of them+any as admiredto Athena gorag¢legat. de
the old man’s fool-hardiness; but there were otbesde myself who Christian., 26). The name
laughed at him. However, | narrowly missed gettogp limb from limb Peregrinus is used in Aulus
for you by the Cynics just as Actaeon was by higsdor his cousin Gellius, VIII, 3, Ammianus
Pentheus by the Maenads. Marcellinus, XXIX, 1, 39,
Tertullianad Martyres, 4,
3. The completmise en sccne of the affair was as follows. You knovand EusebiusChron., Vol. 11,
of course, what the playwright was like and whagcsacular p. 170, Schone. From the
performances he presented his whole life long,@ogiSophocles and passage in Gellius cited

Aeschylus. As for my part in it, as soon as | camElis, in going upby above we can infer only that
way of the gymnasium | overheard a Cynic bawlingthe usual street-ne did not hear the sobriquet
corner invocations to Virtue in a loud, harsh voiaed abusing everyonfgroteus when he was in
without exception. Then his harangue wound up Witbteus, and to thé\thens. The manner of its
best of my ability | shall try to quote for you tlery words he said. Yo@mployment by Lucian is

will find the style familiar, of course, as you kawften stood near thenfufficient evidence that it did
while they were ranting. not origmate with Lucian or

after the death of Peregrinus.

4. “Does anyone dare,”, he said, “to call Pusteainglorious, O Eart#f was probably applied to
O sun, O rivers, O sea, O Heracles, god of Ouefath—Proteus, who him towards the close of his
was imprisoned in Syria, who renounced five thodgafents in favour Career. That it beqrs a sense
of his native hand, who was banished from the aftiRome, who is moréery like what Lucian
conspicuous than the sun, who is able to rival @iam Zeus himself? attributes to it is clear from
Because he has resolved to depart from life by afdiye, are there ~ Maximus of Tyre, VIII, 1. In
people who attribute this to vainglory?’ Why, diotiHeracles do so? DRI27 Lucian professes to

not Asclepius and Dionys®shy grace of the thunderbolt? Did not have heard that he wanted to

Empedocles end by leaping into the crater?” chapge it to' Pluaisibe sl g
decision to immolate

5. When Theagenbs-for that was the bawler’s name—said that, | nimsei.

asked a bystander, “What is the meaning of hisabiut fire, and what
have Heracles and Empedocles to do with Protel&fote long,” he
replied, Proteus is going to burn himself up at@gmpic festival.”
“How,” said I, “and why?” Then he undertook to teik, but the Cynic
was bawling, so that it was impossible to hear aryelse. | listened,
therefore, while he flooded us with the rest oflilge-water and got o
a lot of amazing hyperbole about - Proteus, for,deigning to compare

him with the man of Sinop®or his teacher Antisthenes, or even with 4. Of Aetna: it was said that
Socrates himself, he summoned Zeus to the lisen, Tiowever, he 11 manner of his death

3. The transformations of the
sea-god in his effort to
escape from Menelaus, who

wanted to consult him, are

fftold in theOdyssey, IV, 454-
45

decided to keep them about equal, and thus contlidespeech: remanediinknownntline
p : mountain cast up one of his
6. These are the two noblest masterpiecagheavorld has seen—golden sandals.

the Olympian Zeus, and Proteus; of the one, theta@rend artist was

Phidias, of the other, Nature. But now this holyage is about to depar Olympia.

from among men to gods, borne on the wings of fa@ying us bereft.”

After completing this discourse with copious perapon, he shed tearsg  \wno achieved divinity

in a highly ridiculous way and tore his hair, takicare not to pull very ggar his mother had been so
hard; and at length he was led away, sobbing agehé by some of thekilled, rather than himself, as
Cynics, who strove to comfort him. with Asclepius. An epigram



7. After him, another man went up at oflemt permitting the throng 18 theAnthology (XVI, 185)

disperse, but pouring a libation on the previousiaial offerings while Similarly links Dionysius

they were still ablaze. At first he laughed a ldinge, and obviously did fith achieving immortality

from the heart. Then he began somewhat afterasisién: “Since that by fire.

accursed Theagenes terminated his pestilentialrkesmath the tears of

Heraclitus, |, on the contrary, shall begin witke taughter of 7. We learn elsewhere in this

Democritus.” And again he went on laughing a ldnget so that he dre@i€ce that Theagenes lived in

most of us into doing likewise; Then, changing demance, he said, Patras and had property
worth fifteen talents,

8. “Pray, what else, gentlemen, are we to denwilie hear utterancegbtained by lending money.

so ridiculous, and see old men all but standintheir heads, in public Bernays ucian und die

for the sake of a little despicable notoriety? Tywi may know what ~ Kyniker, pp. 13-18) is very

manner of thing is this ‘holy image' which is abaube burned up, givdikely right in thinking this to

me your ears, for | have observed his charactekaptian eye on his e the man whose death in

career from the beginning, and have ascertainddusparticulars fromRome is described by Galen

his fellow-citizens and people who cannot have églnowing him  (Meth. Med., 13, 15: X, 909
thoroughly. Kahn), but he makes rather

too much of that passage as

9. “This creation and masterpiece of naturis, Bolyclitan canor? as 2N éndorsement of

soon as he came of age, was taken in adulteryrirehia and got a sourid€agenes.
thrashing, but finally jumped down from the rooflamade his escape, :

with a radish stopping his vent. Then he corruptégindsome boy, and®: DI0genes.
by paying three thousand drachmas to the boy'shggretho were poor,

bought himself off from being brought before thevgimor of the 9. Lucian himself, no doubt.
province of Asia. Evidently the cynic had

spoken from a high place

10. “All this and the like of it | propose tossaover; for he was still (P€rhaps the portico of the

unshapen clay, and our ‘holy image’ had not yenbmmsummated for 9Ymnasium).

us. What he did to his father, however, is veryl welrth hearing; but :

you all know it—you have heard how he strangledeatyed man, unabletO- The proportions of the

to tolerate his living beyond sixty years. Thengwtthe affair had beenStatué of a naked youth

noised abroad, he condemned himself to exile aanhed about, going f&TYiNG a spear (the

one country after another. doryphorus), made by
Polyclitus, were analysed by

11. “It was then that he learned the wondrous & the Christians, byN€ Sculptor himself in a

associating with their priests and scribes in Riles And—how else 200K called the Canon, and

could it be?—in a trice he made them all look likédren, for he was Universally accepted as

prophet, cult-leader, head of the synagogue, aedything, all by canonical for the male figure.

himself. He inter preted and explained some ofrtheoks and even

composed many, and they revered him as a god, msadef him as a  11: The sense of the

lawgiver, and set him down as a protector, nexraftat other, to be sutiémended text here is

whomt! they still worship, the man who was crucified iléstine bper(;tlfgotraéh?;gﬁﬁégﬁn’,,to
because he introduced this new cult into the world. atc ey P:
12. "Then at length Proteus was apprehendeithi®and thrown into . .
prison, which itself gave him no little reputatias an asset for his futuﬁézhteFrrlzrg tw:;;llﬂgg;]gigl?ls
career and the charlatanism and notoriety-seekiaighe was enamouré

of. Well, when he had been imprisoned, the Chnstiaegarding the o V'OUS|Y 12 Gttt sl
that one is at a loss to under



incident as a calamity, left nothing undone inéffert to rescue him  stand why Paul, let alone
Then, as this was impossible, every other formtteinion was shown Moses, should have been
him, not in any casual way but with assiduity, &an the very break oBuggested. For the doctrine
day aged widows and orphan children could be sesting near the  of brotherly love cf. Matt.
prison, while their officials even slept inside whim after bribing the 23, 8.

guards. Then elaborate meals were brought in, acreéd books of theirs

were read aloud, and excellent Peregrinus—forievent by that naméd3. The Roman governor of

—was called by them 'the new Socrates.' the province of Syria is
meant. ldentification is

13. “Indeed, people came even from the citiessia, sent by the impossible because the date

Christians at their common expense, to succoudaifehd and of the imprison ment of

encourage the hero. They show incredible speedevieermny such Peregrinus cannot be fixed.
public action is taken; for in no time they lavisieir all. So it was then

in the case of Peregrinus; much money came to tlam them by reasoti4. “The usual

of his imprisonment, and he procured not a litheenue from it. The chastisement” (Allinson’s
poor wretches have convinced themselves, firstfarnost, that they phrase) was Scourging.

are going to be immortal and live for all time,consequence of which

they despise death and even willingly give themeselato custody; most5. A small (but not really so

of them. Furthermore, their first lawgivémpersuaded them that they ag@ntemptible) Greek town on

all brothers of one another after they have trasssgd once, for all by the Hellespont, site of a

denying the Greek gods and by worshipping thatifieacsophist himsefRoman colony since

and living under his laws. Therefore they despikthiangs Augustus. See Sir W. Leaf,

indiscriminately and consider them common propeegeiving such ~ Sirabo on the Troad, pp. 80

doctrines traditionally without any definite eviden So if any charlatan—=85.

and trickster, able to profit by occasions, conmasiag them, he quickly

acquires sudden wealth by imposing upon simple folk 16. Probably what Lucian
has in mind is pagan

14. “However, Peregrinus was freed by the thmregnor of Syria, a sacrificial meats. This is just

man who was fond of philosopAyAware of his recklessness and tha@H@gl€ss from the way he puts
would gladly die in order that he might leave behiiim a reputation foft; But if 80, itis highly
it, he freed him, not consider ing him worthy ewéithe usual plausible on account of the

chastisement? Upon returning to his home, he found that the enat noto_rlous Indifference of the
his father’s murder was still at fever heat and thare were many WhoCyn'CS towgrds SUTEIL sy
were for pressing the charge. against him. Mosipossessions had ElE P?feg”F‘“S may have
been carried off during his absence, and onlydns$ remained, S|gn.al.|sed 0= relapse e
amounting to fifteen talents; for the entire prdpevhich the old man Ie‘ﬁynlmsm by samellng a
had been worth perhaps thirty talents, not fivaifamd as that utterly giinenonbiecatesanine

. . . . cross-roads.
ridiculous Theagenes asserted. Even the entir@t®arium®® taking
along with it the five that are its neighbours, \Wboot fetch that much, 17

. . . InDemonax, 3, Lucian
including the men, the cattle, and all the reghefr belongings.

alludes to Agathobulus as

) . . . one of those with whom
15. “However, the charge and complaint was aglbw, and it was Seere heel skl 1

probable that before long somebody would appeainaghim; above teacher of Peregrinus was
all, the people themselves were enraged, mouwwvega good old ma
(as he was called by those who had seen him) siously slain. But
observe what a plan our clever Proteus discoveredpe with all this,
and, how he escaped the danger. Coming beforestieerdly of the
Parians—he wore his hair long by now, dresseddmtg mantle, had a

herefore reputable as well as
famous.

18. The allusion is to that
variety of “indifferent”



wallet slung at ‘his side, the staff was in his ¢haand in general he wasction (i.e. neither good nor

very histrionic in his get-up—manifesting himsafthem in this guise, bad) ascribed to Diogenes

he said that he relinquished to the state all tbpgrty which had been himself by Dio Chrysostom

left him by his father of blessed memory. Whengheple, poor folk VI, 16-20 (pp. 203-204 r).

agape for largesses, heard that, they lifted treaes forthwith: “The one

and only philosopher! The one and only patriot! Dhne and only rival af9. Antoninus Pius.

Diogenes and Crates!’ His enemies were muzzledaagdne who tried

to mention the murder was at once pelted with stone 20. The life of Antoninus
Pius (Script. Hist. Aug.), 8 5,

16. *“He left home, then, for the second timejo@am about, possessingtes suppression of a

an ample source of funds in the Christians, througbse ministrations rebellion in Achaia.

he lived in unalloyed prosperity. For a time hetdra¢d himself thus; but

then, after he had transgressed in some way ewnsaghem—he was 21. The man was the famous

seen, | think, eating some of the food that isiftatbn themt® they no  Herodes Atticus. For the

longer accepted him, and so, being at a loss,dwegtit he must sing a aqueduct built by him at

palinode and demand his possessions back fronithiSabmitting a  Olympia see Frazer’s

petition, he expected to recover them by ordehefEmperor. Then, asPausanias, Vol. 1V, pp. 72 ff.

the city sent representatives to oppose the clagmachieved nothing, bEthilostratus it. Soph. II, 1,

was directed to abide by what he had once foret#rthined, under no 33) records that Herodes was

compulsion from anyone. often berated by Proteus, to
whom on one occasion he
17. “Thereafter he went away a third time, tyj&gto visit hinted that it might at least

Agathobulust” where he took that wonderful course of training in P& done in Greek.
asceticism, shaving one half of his head, daubisdate with mud, and
demonstrating what they call 'indifference’ by érechis yard amid a

thronging mob of bystandet§ besides giving and, taking blows on the
back-sides with a stalk of fennel, and playingrtmintebank even more
audaciously in many other ways.

18. “From there, thus equipped, he set sailtbdy and immediately
after disembarking he fell to abusing. everyonel, iarparticular the

Emperort?knowing him to be mild and gentle, so that he vade &
making bold. The Emperor, as one would expect,dckitée for his libels
and did not think fit to punish for mere words amweho only used
philosophy as a cloak, and above all, a man whantedke a profession of
abusiveness. But in our friend’s case, even fraslls reputation grew,
among simple folk any how, and he was a cynosurhiforecklessness,
until finally the city prefect, a wise man, packad off for immoderate
indulgence in the thing, saying that the city hacheed of any such
philosopher. However, this too made for his renoang he was on
everybody’s lips as the philosopher who had be@mshad for his
frankness and excessive freedom, so that in thset he approached
Musonius, Dio, Epictetus, and anyone else who leas In a similar
predicament.

19. “Coming at last to Greece under these cistantes, at one
moment he abused the Eleans, at another he coeohdiedl Greeks to take

up arms against the Romat¥sand at another he libelled a man



outstanding in literary attainments and positionsuse he had been a
benefactor to Greece in many ways, and particulz@bause he had
brought water to Olympia and prevented the visitorthe festival from
dying of thirst, maintaining that he was making @weeks effeminate, for
the spectators of the Olympic games ought to enithaie thirst—yes, by
Heaven, and even to lose their lives, no doubt,ynehthem, through the
frequent distempers which formerly ran riot in tfast crowd on account

of the dryness of the placgt And he said this while he drank that same
water!

20. “When they almost killed him with stones,bbong him with one 22. Thanks to Paul Graindor,
accord, he managed to escape death at the moméaelng to Zeus forthe date of the Olympiads
sanctuary (stout fellow!), and afterwards, at teetrOlympiad, he gavementioned in connection
the Greeks a speech which he had composed duerfguh years that with Peregrinus can now be
had intervened, praising the man who had brougtiterwater and determined. He has deduced
defending himself for running away at that time. from the apparent ages of the
children represented in the
“At last, he was disregarded by all and no Emgp admired; for all hixedra erected by Herodes
stuff was stale and be could not turn out any frtiovelty with which ton the completion of his
surprise those who came in his way and make themeahand stare at agueduct that this took place
him—a thing for which he had a fierce craving frdme first. So he in A.D. 153 Herode Atticus
devised this ultimate venture of the pyre, and api@report among theet Sa Famille, pp. 87-88).
Greeks immediately after the last Olympic gameshieavould burn  His deduction finds support
himself up at the next festival. [21]. And nowettsay, he is playing thia the text of Lucian as soon
mountebank over that very thing, digging a pitJexing logs, and as we recognise that Lucian
promising really awesome fortitudé. is talking about four different
Olympiads, not three. The
“What he should have done, I think, was firstl &oremost to await first is that on which
death and not to cut and run from life, but if lael letermined to be off€regrinus criticised the
at all costs not to use fire or any of these devimet of tragedy, but to @queduct, which will be the
choose for his departure some other form of deatfobthe myriads thayear of its completion, A. D.
there are. If, however, he is partial to fire amething connected with 153. At the next, A.D. 157,
Heracles, why in the world did he not quietly sekeevell-wooded he withdrew his criticism.
mountain and cremate himself upon it in solitudé&irtg along only one The Olympiad just after

person such as Theagenes here for his Philoet&t&3n the contrary, it WhiCh. he afnnouncc_ed iz
is in Olympia, at the height of the festival, alithn the theatre, that he usrgen el ez

plans to roast himself— not undeservedly, by Hesdf it is right for Ei—:rtniZeel:lt?ceeﬁ?Nﬂcr)lttﬁgdo(r:\ingfm
parricides and for atheists to suffer for theirdiaesse$? And from that

. i . . . A, D. 157 it is called by the
point of view he seems to be getting about it \tatg in the day, he ou eaker théast or previous,

long ago to have been flung into the bull of PHafato pay the fitting and the text clearly implies a
penalty instead of opening his mouth to the flaese for all and lapse of time. It must

expiring in a trice. For people tell me that noestform of death is therefore be the one of A. D.
quicker than that by fire, you have only to openrymouth, and die 361 Then comes the fourth,

forthwith. on which the cremation took

) , , place, dated by Eusebius in
22. “The spectacle is being planned, | suppassomething awe-



inspiring—a fellow getting burnt up in a holy plastere it is impious A. D. 165.
even to bury the others who die. But you havedear doubt, that long
ago a man who wished to become famous burned niy@éeof Ephesiar23. Philoctetes had helped

Artemis, not being able to attain that end in atheoway?® He himself Heracles to cremate himself
has something similar in mind, so great is theiagafor fame that has on Mt Oeta by kindling the
penetrated him to the core. pyre for him

23. “He alleges, however, that he is doing ittfe sake of his fellow 24. As the cremation

men, that he may teach them to despise death ahnleewhat is actually took place at
fearsome. For my part, | should like to ask, nat but you, whether yotidarpina, two miles away
would wish malefactors to become his discipleshis fortitude of his, from Olympia and on the day
and to despise death and burning and similar &riw, you would not,after the festival closed, it
am very sure. How, then, is Proteus to draw difitns in this matter, may be that religious

and to benefit the good without making the bad naaheenturous and Sscruples (cf. 8 26) caused
daring? Peregrinus to modify an

original plan which involved

24. “Nevertheless, suppose it possible that trdge will present it taking place at Olympia

themselves at this affair who will see it to thaiivantage Once more | itself while the festival was

shall question you : would you desire your childreecome imitators IN Progress.

of such a man? You will not say so. But why digk #ghat question, when

even of his disciples themselves not one wouldaitaihim? In fact, the 25. SeePhalaris|, 11-12

thing for which one might blame Theagenes mostld$ ¢hat although (Vol. I, pp. 17 ff.)

he copies the man in everything else, he doesofiotf his teacher and

take the road with him, now that he is off, as &gssto join Heracles; 26. Herostratus, in 356 B.C.

why, he has the opportunity to attain absoluteitglinstanter by The Ephesians sought to

plunging headlong into the fire with him! defeat his object by

forbidding anyone for all

“Emulation is not a matter of wallet, staffijd mantle; all this is saféne to mention his name

and easy and within anyone’s power. One should aetie (Valerius Maximus, VIII, 14,

consummation and culmination, build a pyre of figasl logs as green 8. The prohibition which

can be, and stifle one’s self in the smoke of thEime itself belongs notVery likely was accompanied

only to Heracles and Asclepius, but to doers ofikae and murder, wHey a curse, was far from

can be seen enduring it by judicial sentence. Toeét is better to  ineffective, for nearly all
employ smoke, which would be peculiar and belonly tmyou and you@ncient authors who mention
like. the story, including Cicero

and Plutarch, omit the name

25. “Besides, if Heracles really did venture angh act, he did it ~ just as Lucian does.
because he was ailing, because the blood of thea@ems the tragedy
tells us, was preying upon him; but for what reagoes this man throw
himself bodily into the fire? Oh, yes! to demonsgrhis fortitude, like the
Brahmans, for Theagenes thought fit to comparevhiim them, just as if
there could not be fools and notoriety-seekers eweong the Indians.
Well, then, let him at least imitateem. They do not leap into the fire (so
Onesicritus says, Alexander’s navigator, who savai@a burning), but
when they have built their pyre, they stand closgide it motionless and
endure being toasted; then, mounting upon it, thiegnate themselves
decorously without the slightest alteration of gusition in which they



are lying.

“In this man's case, what great thing willéibhe tumbles in and dies
in the sudden grip of the fire? It is not beyongesotation that he will
jump out half consumed, unless, as they say, peiig) to see to it that
the pyre is deep down in a pit. [26] There areppeavho say that he has
even changed his mind, and is telling certain dsgdamthe effect that
Zeus does not permit pollution of a holy place.t Buhim be assured on
that score ; | would take my oath to it that no ohéhe gods would be
angry if Per egrinus should die a rogue s deathrebicer, it is not easy
for him to withdraw now, for his Cynic associates arging him on and
pushing him into the fire and inflaming his resauat they will not let
him shirk it. If he should pull a couple of thentdrihe fire along with
him when he jumps in, that would be the only nlaag about his
performance.

27. “l have heard that he no longer deigns todlked Proteus but ha®27. Athenagoras reports that
changed his name to Phoenix, because the phoenirdran bird, is sai®arium, where Peregrinus

to mount a pyre when it is very far advanced in lagleed, he even  was born, cherished a statue
manufactures myths and repeats certain oraclegrdnof course, to thef him from which oracles
purport that he is to become a guardian spirihefrtight; it is plain, toowere derivedl(eg. de

that he already covets altars and expects to bgade gold. Christ., 26).

28. “By Zeus, it would be nothing unnaturalamong all the dolts that
there are, some should be found to assert thattkes relieved of
quartan fevers by him, and that in the dark thed/dvacountered the
guardian spirit of the night! Then too these acedmisciples of his will
make an oracular shrine, | suppose, with a holyalies, at the site of the
pyre, because the famous Proteus, son of Zeupralgenitor of his

name, was given to soothsayiffgl pledge my word, too, that priests of
his will be appointed, with whips or branding iramrssome such
flummy-diddle, or even that a nocturnal mysteryl & got up in his
honour, including a torch festival at the siteltd pyre.

29. ‘“Theagenes, as | have been told by oneydtiends, recently said
that the Sibyl had made a prediction about all, thigact, he quoted the
verses from memory:

But when the time shall come that Proteus, nolae€lynics,
Kindleth fire in the precinct of Zeus, our Lavfithe

Thunder,

Leapeth into the flame, and cometh to lofty Olympus
Then do | bid all alike who eat the fruit oetploughland

Honour to pay unto him that walketh abroad in tlgghtatime,



Greatest of spirits, thronéd with Heracles Heghaestus.

30. “Thatis what Theagenes alleges he heand fh@ Sibyl. But | will 28. Lucian gives the Cynic a
quote him one of the oracles of Bacis dealing wittse matteré® Bacis Roland for his Oliver. Bacis

expresses himself as follows, with a very excelfental was a title rather than a
name, and in early Greece
Nay, when the time shall come that a Cynic with eanfat prophets who bore it were
are many little less numerous than the
Leaps into roaring flame, soul stirred by asjpas for Sibyls. Naturally it was a
glory, convenient tag for a spurious
Then it is meet that the others, the jackals thidw his oracle, whether composed
footsteps, with fraudulent intention or,
Mimic the latter end of the wolf that has takksparture. as often in Aristophanes, for
But if a dastard among them shall shun the might of fun.
Hephaestus,
Let him be pelted with stones forthwith bytak
Achaeans,

Learning, the frigid fool, to abjure all fiery sppees,
He that has laden his wallet with gold by thleng of

usance,

Thrice five talents he owns in the lovely city GitRas.

What do you think, gentlemen? That Bacis is a wemsghsayer than th29. Below (829) Proteus
Sibyl? It is high time, then, for these wondroukioiwers of Proteus to speaks of being
look about for a place in which to aerify themsshvdor that is the nam&ommingled with the ether."

they give to crematiof??

31. When he had said these words all the bystarghouted: “Let the80. Iliad, XIV, 1.
be burned right now; they deserve the flames!" &redman got down

again laughing; but “Nestor failed not to mark tfie:"3° | mean 31. According to Pausanias
Theagenes. When he heard the shouting he cameattonk the (V123 2) a place in the Gym
platform, and fell to ranting and telling countlesalicious tales about hasium of Elis where the
the man who had just got down—I do not know what #xcellent officials of the games
gentleman s name was. For my part, | left him spdjthis lungs and ~ (Hellanodicae) determined
went off to see the athletes, as the Hellanodicere waid to be already Iy lot the matching of the

the Plethriunm??! athletes.

32. Well, there you have what happened at Elid,vamen we reached 32. Of the temple of Zeus as

Olympia, the rear chambf was full of people criticising Proteus or it was open at the end it
praising his purpose, so that most of them everedarblows Finally, formed a sort of portico Cf



Proteus himself appeared, escorted by a countlakgude, after the  Runaways 7 Herodotus 1.
contest of the heralds, and had somewhat to sayt aboself, telling of

the life that he had led and the risks that herbbagand of all the troubles

that he had endured for philosophy' s sake. His@pwas protracted,

though | heard but little on account of the numtfdnystanders.

Afterwards, fearing to be crushed in such a thravegause | saw this

happening to many, | went away, bidding a longveaiéto the sophist

enamoured of death who was pronouncing his ownrélieeation before

his demise.

33. This much however | overheard, he said thatdreed to put a tip @&3. Pandarus the Trojan

gold on a golden bow? for one who had lived as Heracles should didlliad, IV, 111) put a tip of
like Heracles and be commingled with the ether. Awish, said he, to gold on the bow he had
benefit mankind by showing them the way in whicle should despise fashioned of horn. The
death; wherefore all men ought to play Philoctétemie.” The more  golden bow(bio) of
witless among the people began to shed tears #imlica‘Preserve youPeregrinus is his life (bio)
life for the Greeks!” but the more virile part badl“Carry out your

purpose!” by which the old man was immoderatelyetiplsecause he

hoped that all would cling to him and not give torer to the fire, but

retain him in life—against his will, naturally! Th&Carry out your

purpose” assailing him quite unexpectedly causedthiturn still paler,

although his colour was already deathly, and ewdretnble slightly, so

that he brought his speech to an end.

34. You can imagine, | expect, how | laughed;ifevas not fitting to
pity a man so desperately in love with glory beyafidthers who are
driven by the same Fury. Anyhow, he was being ¢eddrsy crowds and
getting his fill of glory as lie gazed at the numbg&his admirers, not
knowing, poor wretch, that men on their way to ¢hass or in the grip of
the executioner have many more at their heels.

35. Soon the Olympic games were ended, the mésidigd Olympics 33. Part of the Hindu

that | have seen, though it was then the fourtle tinat | had been a  element was the idea that the
spectator. As it was not easy to secure a carrgiges many were souls after death were
leaving at the same time, | lingered on againsinitly and Peregrinus conducted to the South, the
kept making postponements, but at last had annduamoéght on which region of the Manes See
he would stage his cremation; so, as one of mpdsehad invited me toAtharvaveda 18, 3, 13; 4, 40,
go along, | arose at midnight and took the roaddgina, where the pyge

was. This is quite twenty furlongs from Olympiacaee goes past the

hippodrome towards the east. As soon as we arrwedound a pyre

built in a pit about six feet deep. It was compossxstly of torchwood,

and the interstices filled with brush, that it migdke fire quickly. When



the moon was rising—for she too had to witnessdlosous deed—he
came forward, dressed in his usual fashion, anld wih the leaders of
the Cynics, in particular, the gentleman from Patvath a torch—no bad
understudy. Proteus too was bearing a torch. Mgmroaching from this
side and that, kindled the fire into a very gréatie, since it came from
torchwood and brush. Per egrinus—and give me ylmseattention now
I—laying aside the wallet, the cloak, and that btgaHeracles-club,

stood there in a shirt that was downright filthiteh he requested incense
to throw on the fire, when someone had proffergldatthrew it on, and

gazing towards the south—even the south, too, tad with the show?
—he said, "Spirits of my mother and my father, reeene with favour.”
With that he leaped into the fire, he was not Veibowever, but was
encompassed by the flames, which had risen toa begght.

37. Once more | see y ou laughing, Cronius, manefriend, at the
denoument of the play. For my own part, when he called utien
guardian spirits of his mother, | did not criticisien very strongly, but
when he invoked those of his father as well, | itedahe tales that had
been told about his murder, and | could not contrgllaughter. The
Cynics stood about the pyre, not weeping, to be, dut silently evincing
a certain amount of grief as they gazed into tree fintil my gorge rose
at them, and | said, "Let us go away, you simpletolh is not an
agreeable spectacle to look at an old man who éas toasted, getting
our nostrils filled with a villanous reek. Or greu waiting for a painter
to come and picture you as the companions of Segratprison are
portrayed beside him?" They were indignant andedwme, and several
even took to their sticks. Then, when | threatetoeglther up a few of
them and throw them into the fire, so that theyhhigllow their master,
they checked themselves and kept the peace.

38. As | returned, | was thinking busily, my frigrreflecting what a  34. At the death of Plato and
strange thing love of glory isl how this passioora is unescapeable of Augustus it was an eagle;
even by those who are considered wholly admirdélelone that man in the case of Polycarp, a
who in other respects had led a life that was iasard reckless, and natove.

undeserving of the fire. Then | encountered magppe coming out to

see the show themselves, for they expected taimdstill alive. You

see, on the day before it had been given out #hatduld greet the rising

sun, as in fact they say the Brahmans do, beforentimothe pyre. Well, |

turned back most of them by saying the deed had deee already,

those to whom it was not in itself highly desiratiesee the actual spot,

anyhow, and gather up some relic of the fire.

In that business | assure you, my friend, | haeémad of trouble, telling
the story to all while they asked questions andjebaxact information.



Whenever | noticed a man of taste, | would tell tin@a facts without
embellishment, as | have to you, but for the béméfihe dullards, agog
to listen, 1 would thicken the plot a bit on my oaoacount, saying that
when the pyre was kindled and Proteus flung hinmsadiily in, a great
earthquake first took place, accompanied by a Wélig of the ground,
and then a vulture, flying up out of the midstlud flames, went off to

Heaven3*saying, in human speech, with a loud voice:
“l am through with the earth; to Olympus | fare.”

They were wonder-struck and blessed themselvesanstiudder, and
asked me whether the vulture sped eastwards owarts; | made them
whatever reply occurred to me.

40. On my return to the festival, | came uponeygraired man whose35. This was a portico on the
face, | assure you, inspired confidence in additoohis beard and his east side of the Altis which
general air of consequence, telling all about Rigtand how, since hishad a sevenfold echo
cremation, he had beheld him in white raimenttieliwhile ago, and ha@Pausan., V, 21, 17; Pliny,

just now left him walking about cheerfully in therco of the Seven XXXVI, 100).

\Voices3® wearing a garland of wild olive. Then on top odlit he put the

vulture, swearing that he himself had seen it fiyup out of the pyre,
when | myself had just previously let it fly to iwdle fools and dullards.

41. Imagine what is likely to happen in his honbareafter, how many36. See Pausanias (IX 38 3)
bees will not settle on the place, what cicadakneil sing upon it, whatwhen Orchomenus was

crows will not fly to it, as they did to the tombldesiod*® and so forth! afflicted by a plague the

As to statues, | know that many will be set up tighon by the Eleans Delphic priestess told its
themselves and also by the other Greeks, to whosaidene had sent People that their only

letters. The story is that he despatched missivasnost all the famougalvation was to bring there
cities—testamentary dispositions, so to speakexhortations and  from Naupactus the bones of

prescriptions—and he appointed a number of ambasséat this Hesiod, and that a crow

purpose from among his comrades, styling them "sevagers from the would show them the tomb.

dead" and "underworld courierd”™ Her words were borne out by
the event.

42. So ended that poor wretch Proteus, a man tehuu it briefly) .
never fixed his gaze on the verities, but alwaysalid said everything 3+ I the letters of Ignatius
with a view to glory and the praise of the multéyeven to the extent JI€ Fécommends to the

leaping into fire, when he was sure not to enj@ypaise because he Ehurch of Smyrma the
could not hear it. election of a special

messenger, styled” ambas

43. | shall add one thing more to my story belastp, in order that yoﬁ‘s‘d_Or of God” ([Greek
may be able to have a good laugh. For of coursehgwe long known Omitted]:ad Smyrn., 11) or
that other tale of mine, as you heard it from merate, when on my  courier of God ([Greek
return from Syria | recounted how | sailed from Thiead in his comparmittéd]ad Polyc. 7) to be



and about his self-indulgence on the voyage, aadhéimdsome boy  sent to Syria. The verbal
whom he had persuaded to turn Cynic that he todinfigve an coincidence is notable (cf.
Alcibiades, and how, when we were disturbed dutimggnight in mid-  Lightfoot), and seems to
Aegean by a tempest that descended and raisecbana@urs sea, this indicate a knowledge of
wondrous person who was thought to be superioesdhdfell to wailing these letters, but on the part
along with the women! Well, a short time before énsl, about nine daysf, Peregrinus, not Lucian.
it may be, having eaten more than enough, | suppeseas sick during

the night and was taken with a very violent feléis was told me by

Alexander the physician, who had been called se® him. He said that

he found him rolling on the ground, unable to stdmeburning, pleading

very passionately for a drink of cold water, butthe would not give it

to him. Moreover, he told him, he said, that Dedthe absolutely

wanted him, had come to his door spontaneouslihatdt would be well

to go along, without asking any favour from thefiand Proteus replied:

“But that way would not be so notable, being comnwall men.”

45. That is Alexander’s story. And | myself notmgadays previously
saw him smeared with ointment in order that theskalve might relieve
his vision by making him shed tears. Do you getidlea? Aeacus is
reluctant to receive people with weak eyes! Itssfa man about to go
up to the cross should nurse the bruise on higfindghat do you think
Democritus would have done, had he seen this? Waatltie have
laughed at the man as roundly as he deserved? é&nd/gere could he
have got that much laughter? Well, my friend, yoayrhave your laugh
also, particularly when you hear the rest of theimiaing him.



