The Testimony of Truth

Translated by Siren Giversen and Birger A. Pearson

| will speak to those who know to hear not with #as of the body but with the ears of the mind. Fo
many have sought after the truth and have not Abknto find it; because there has taken hold ernth
the old leaven of the Pharisees and the scrib#sedfaw. And the leaven is the errant desire of the
angels and the demons and the stars. As for thesBba and the scribes, it is they who belongéo th
archons who have authority over them.

For no one who is under the Law will be able tlog to the truth, for they will not be able toser

two masters. For the defilement of the Law is mestifbut undefilement belongs to the light. The Law
commands (one) to take a husband (or) to takee waifd to beget, to multiply like the sand of tha.s
But passion, which is a delight to them, constréimessouls of those who are begotten in this place,
those who defile and those who are defiled, in otilat the Law might be fulfilled through them. And
they show that they are assisting the world; aeg tbrn away from the light, who are unable to pass
by the archon of darkness until they pay the lasinp.

But the Son of Man came forth from Imperishabilliging alien to defilement. He came to the world
by the Jordan river, and immediately the Jordanediback. And John bore witness to the descent of
Jesus. For it is he who saw the power which camendgon the Jordan river; for he knew that the
dominion of carnal procreation had come to an @hé. Jordan river is the power of the body, that is,
the senses of pleasures. The water of the Jordha desire for sexual intercourse. John is thiecarc

of the womb.

And this is what the Son of Man reveals to uss fitting for you (pl.) to receive the word of thytf
one will receive it perfectly. But as for one wisaim ignorance, it is difficult for him to diminidhis
works of darkness which he has done. Those who kaawn Imperishability, however, have been
able to struggle against passions [...]. | have &ayou, "Do not build nor gather for yourselveghe
place where the brigands break open, but brindp fiouit to the Father.”

The foolish - thinking in their heart that if thegnfess, "We are Christians,” in word only (but) no
with power, while giving themselves over to ignareanto a human death, not knowing where they are
going nor who Christ is, thinking that they wiNé, when they are (really) in error - hasten towars:
principalities and authorities. They fall into thelutches because of the ignorance that is in ttemn

(if) only words which bear testimony were effectsajvation, the whole world would endure this thing
and would be saved. But it is in this way that tdesw error to themselves. ...

... (3 lines unrecoverable)

... they do not know that they will destroy themessl If the Father were to desire a human sacrifiee
would become vainglorious.

For the Son of Man clothed himself with their fifatits; he went down to Hades and performed many
mighty works. He raised the dead therein; and tbedarulers of darkness became envious of him, for
they did not find sin in him. But he also destroykeir works from among men, so that the lame, the
blind, the paralytic, the dumb, (and) the demonspssed were granted healing. And he walked upon
the waters of the sea. For this reason he destiugdtesh from [...] which he [...]. And he becaing
salvation [...] his death ...

... (4 lines unrecoverable)



... everyone [...] how many they are! They aredljuides, like the disciples. They boarded the;sdtip
about thirty stadies, they saw Jesus walking orséize These are empty martyrs, since they bear
witness only to themselves. And yet they are sack] they are not able to raise themselves.

But when they are "perfected" with a (martyr's)ttiethis is the thought that they have within thét:
we deliver ourselves over to death for the sakb®@Name we will be saved.”" These matters are not
settled in this way. But through the agency ofwlaadering stars they say they have "completedt thei
futile "course", and [...] say, [...]. But these][they have delivered themselves ...

... (7 lines unrecoverable)

... but they resemble [...] them. They do not hizseeword which gives life.

And some say, "On the last day we will certainligain the resurrection.” But they do not know what
they are saying, for the last day is when thosertgghg to Christ [...] the earth, which is [...].Héh the
time was fulfilled, he destroyed their archon ofkohess [...] soul(s) ...

... (10 lines unrecoverable)

... he stood [...] they asked what they have beemd with, and how they might properly release
themselves. And they came to know themselves, v d@re, or rather, where they are now, and what
is the place in which they will rest from their setessness, arriving at knowledge. These Christ wil
transfer to the heights, since they have renoufama@thness (and have) advanced to knowledge. And
those who have knowledge ...

... (11 lines unrecoverable)

... the great [...] resurrection [...], he hasdame to know the Son of Man, that is, he has conkatov
himself. This is the perfect life, that man knownkelf by means of the All.

Do not expect, therefore, the carnal resurrectidnch is destruction; and they are not stripped of
(the flesh) who err in expecting a resurrectiort th@mpty. They do not know the power of God, nor
do they understand the interpretation of the sergs, on account of their double-mindedness. The
mystery which the Son of Man spoke about, [...prider that [...] destroy ...

... (2 lines unrecoverable)

... man who [...] book, which is written [...] fdrey have ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

... blessed [...] within them, and they dwell bef@od under the light yoke. Those who do not hhee t
life-giving word in their heart will die; and in ¢lir thought they have become manifest to the Son of
Man, according to the manner of their activity aimeir error [...] of this sort. They [...] as hevidies

the [...], and they do not understand that the @dvian is coming from him.

But when they have come up to [...] sacrifice, tHeyin a human way, and they deliver themselves ..
... (2 lines unrecoverable)

... adeath ...

... (3 lines unrecoverable)

... those who [...], they are many [...], each pngpervert [...] gain [...] their mind. Those wheceive

him to themselves with uprightness and power armayeknowledge are the ones whom he will transfer
to the heights, unto life eternal.

But those who receive him to themselves with ignoea the pleasures which are defiled prevail over
them. It is those people who used to say; "Godtedeamembers for our use, for us to grow in
defilement, in order that we might enjoy ourselVésd they cause God to participate with them in
deeds of this sort; and they are not steadfast timoearth. Nor will they reach heaven, but [lace

will [...] four ...

... (3 lines unrecoverable)

... unquenchable ...

... (3 lines unrecoverable)



... word [...] upon the Jordan river, when he caméohn at the time he was baptized. The Holy Spiri
came down upon him as a dove [...] accept for dugsehat he was born of a virgin and he took flesh
he [...] having received power. Were we also begofitom a virginal state or conceived by the word?
Rather, we have been born again by the word. Létarefore strengthen ourselves as virgins in the

[..]

The males dwell [...] the virgin, by means of [in}the word [...]. But the word of [...] and spiri.

... (4 lines unrecoverable)

... Is the Father [...] for the man ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

... like Isaiah, who was sawed with a saw, (andddmame two. So also the Son of Man divides us by
the word of the cross. It divides the day fromiiight and the light from the darkness and the
corruptible from incorruptibility, and it dividesi¢ males from the females. But Isaiah is the tyjbe
body. The saw is the word of the Son of Man, wiseparates us from the error of the angels.

No one knows the God of truth except solely the mha will forsake all of the things of the world,
having renounced the whole place, (and) havingpgidishe fringe of his garment. He has set himself
up as a power; he has subdued desire in every Wwaykimself. He has [...] and he has turned ta hi
[...], having also examined [...] in becoming [thg mind. And he [...] from his soul [...] there][he

has ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

... in what way [...] the flesh which [...] in whagy [...] out of it, and how many powers does hed?
And who is the one who has bound him? And whoesaiie who will loose him? And what is the
light? And what is the darkness? And who is thewhe has created the earth? And who is God? And
who are the angels? And what is soul? And whatiig3 And where is the voice? And who is the one
who speaks? And who is the one who hears? Whe isrth who gives pain? And who is the one who
suffers? And who is it who has begotten the coiolgpflesh? And what is the governance? And why
are some lame, and some blind, and some [...]Jsame [...], and some rich, and some poor? And why
are some powerless, some brigands? ...

... (4 lines unrecoverable)

... he having [...] as he again [...], fighting exga thoughts of the archons and the powers and the
demons, not giving them a place in which to rest. i struggled against their passions [...], he
condemned their error. He cleansed his soul frartrdmsgressions which he had committed with an
alien hand. He stood up, being upright within hilhdeecause he exists in everyone, and because he
has death and life within himself, and he existdamidst of both of them. And when he had reakive
the power, he turned towards the parts of the rigyind he entered into the truth, having forsaken al
things pertaining to the left, having been filledhwvisdom, with counsel, with understanding, and
with insight and an eternal power. And he brokenopis bonds. Those who had formed the whole
place, he condemned. But they did not find [. dd&n within him.

And he gave command to himself; he began to knomséif and to speak with his mind, which is the
father of the truth, concerning the unbegotten agand concerning the virgin who brought forth the
light. And he thinks about the power which flowegnbthe whole place, and which takes hold of him.
And he is a disciple of his mind, which is male. bégan to keep silent within himself until the day
when he should become worthy to be received abideaejects for himself loquacity and disputations,
and he endures the whole place; and he bears @ threin, and he endures all of the evil things. And
he is patient with every one; he makes himself eguavery one, and he also separates himself from
them. And that which someone wants, he bringsrtg i order that he might become perfect (and)
holy. When the [...], he grasped him, having bolbimd upon [...], and he was filled with wisdom. He
bore witness to the truth [...] the power, and leatwnto Imperishability, the place whence he came



forth, having left the world, which has the appeamof the night, and those that whirl the stais in
This, therefore, is the true testimony: When mame®to know himself and God, who is over the
truth, he will be saved, and he will crown himseith the crown unfading.

John was begotten by the World through a womamakéth; and Christ was begotten by the world
through a virgin, Mary. What is (the meaning ofistmystery? John was begotten by means of a womb
worn with age, but Christ passed through a virgidsnb. When she had conceived, she gave birth to
the Savior. Furthermore, she was found to be anvagain. Why, then do you (pl.) err and not seek
after these mysteries, which were prefigured faorsake?

It is written in the Law concerning this, when Ggalve a command to Adam, "From every tree you
may eat, but from the tree which is in the midsPafadise do not eat, for on the day that youreat f
it, you will surely die." But the serpent was wislean all the animals that were in Paradise, and he
persuaded Eve, saying, "On the day when you eat fin@ tree which is in the midst of Paradise, the
eyes of your mind will be opened." And Eve obeyad she stretched forth her hand; she took from
the tree and ate; she also gave to her husbandeiithnd immediately they knew that they were
naked, and they took some fig-leaves (and) put ttveras girdles.

But God came at the time of evening, walking inriidst of Paradise. When Adam saw him, he hid
himself. And he said, "Adam, where are you?" Heagamed (and) said, "l have come under the fig
tree." And at that very moment, God knew that het éeten from the tree of which he had commanded
him, "Do not eat of it." And he said to him, "Wheit who has instructed you?" And Adam answered,
"The woman whom you have given me." And the worrad, St is the serpent who instructed me."
And he (God) cursed the serpent, and called himil‘i&nd he said, "Behold, Adam has become like
one of us, knowing evil and good." Then he saidt'lis cast him out of paradise, lest he take fiwan t
tree of life, and eat, and live forever."

But what sort is this God? First he maliciouslyussd Adam from eating of the tree of knowledge, and
secondly, he said "Adam, where are you?" God doekawve foreknowledge? Would he not know

from the beginning? And afterwards, he said, "Lsetast him out of this place, lest he eat of the of

life and live forever." Surely, he has shown hirhselbe a malicious grudger! And what kind of Ged i
this? For great is the blindness of those who raad they did not know him. And he said, "l am the
jealous God; I will bring the sins of the fathemoun the children until three (and) four generations

And he said, "I will make their heart thick, andill cause their mind to become blind, that theghti

not know nor comprehend the things that are s&dt'these things he has said to those who belreve i
him and serve him!

And in one place, Moses writes, "He made the desirpent <for> those whom he has in his
generation." Also, in the book which is called "Exsg," it is written thus: "He contended against the
magicians, when the place was full of serpentsraueg to their wickedness; and the rod which was in
the hand of Moses became a serpent, (and) it smediahe serpents of the magicians.”

Again it is written (Nm 21:9), "He made a serpehbimnze (and) hung it upon a pole ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

... which [...] for the one who will gaze upon thi®nze serpent, none will destroy him, and the one
who will believe in this bronze serpent will be sdy' For this is Christ; those who believed in him
have received life. Those who did not believe did.

What, then, is this faith? They do not serve ...

... (16 lines unrecoverable)

... and you (pl.) [...] we [...] and you do not emstand Christ spiritually when you say, "We bedi@v
Christ". For this is the way Moses writes in evbopk. The book of the generation of Adam is written
for those who are in the generation of the Law.yTolow the Law and they obey it, and ...



... ( 1line unrecoverable)
... together with the ...

pp. 51-54 of codex almost completely missing

... the Ogdoad, which is the eighth, and that wghinieceive that place of salvation.” But they know
not what salvation is, but they enter into misfaguand into a [...] in death, in the waters. Tithe
baptism of death which they observe ...

... (6 lines unrecoverable)

... come to death [...] and this is [...] accordiog..

... (lines 19 through end-of-page unrecover abl e)

... he completed the course of Valentinus. He hilnspeaks about the Ogdoad, and his disciples
resemble the disciples of Valentinus. They on thait, moreover, [...] leave the good, but theyehav
worship of the idols ...

... (8 lines unrecoverable)

... he has spoken many words, and he has writtety lmaoks [...] words ...

... (lines 16 through end-of-page unrecover able)

... they are manifest from the confusion in whicéyt are, in the deceit of the world. For they gthtat
place, together with their knowledge, which is vain

Isidore also, his son, resembled Basilides. He [al3anany, and he [...], but he did not [...]dHi..]
other disciple(s) [...] blind [...], but he gaveeth [...] pleasures ...

... (lines 16 through end-of-page unrecoverabl )

... they do not agree with each other. For the Siars take wives (and) beget children; but thg [...
abstain from their [...] nature [...] a passior] fhe drops of [...] anoint them ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

... which we [...] they agree with each other hirh [...] they ...

... (lines 14 through end-of-page unrecover able)

... judgment(s) [...] these, on account of th¢ them [...] the heretics [...] schism(s) [...] aih@ males
[...] are men [...] will belong to the world-ruleo$ darkness ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

... of the world ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

... they have [...] the archons [...] power(s) ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

... judge them [...]. But the [...] word(s) of ...

... (lines 20 through end-of-page unrecoverabl )

.. speak, while they [...] become [...] in a firequenchable [...] they are punished.

But these who are from the generation of the Sdviari have revealed to the [...] in all of the afai.

... (2 lines unrecoverable)

... But it is difficult to [...] to find one [...4nd two ...

... (2 lines unrecoverable)

... For the Savior said to his disciples, [...] ame..

... (lines 19 through end-of-page unrecoverabl )

... and he has [...] wisdom, as well as counselummtrstanding and intelligence and knowledge and
power and truth. And he has some [...] from abovkg fhe place where the Son of Man ...

... (2 lines unrecoverable)

... power [...] guard against ...

... (lines 14 through end-of-page unrecover abl e)



... he knows [...] understands ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

... worthy of him [...] true [...] alien [...]. Byt..], together with [...] evil, in ...
... (2 lines unrecoverable)

... he received baptism [...], and those that ...

... (lines 13 through end-of-page unrecoverable)

pp. 63-64 of codex missing

... inadream [...] silver [...]. But [...] becomwealthy [...] among the authorities ...
... (1 line unrecoverable)
... But the sixtieth [...], thus [...] world [.they [...] gold ...
... (18 lines unrecoverable)
... they think ...
... (1 line unrecoverable)
... we have been released from the flesh. ...
... (1 line unrecoverable)
... hot turn him to [...] Jesus ...
... (1 line unrecoverable)
... the beginning [...] a son ...
... (1 line unrecoverable)
... out of [...], which is the pattern [...] ligbf ...
... (16 lines unrecoverable)
... to find from [...] defilement which ...
... (1 line unrecoverable)
. they do not blaspheme [...] them not, neiteghere any pleasure nor desire, nor can theyaontr
them It is fitting that they should become undagfjlin order that they might show to every one that
they are from the generation of the Son of Mam;esihis about them that the Savior bore witness.

But those who are from the seed of Adam are marhfetheir deeds, which are their work. They have
not ceased from desire which is wicked [...]. Buthe [...] the dogs [...] the angels for [...] whitiey
beget [...] will come [...] with their ...

... (9 lines unrecoverable)

.. move as they [...] on the day when they withétechildren. Not only that, but they have intersau
while they are giving suck.

But others are caught up in the death of [...].yTéwe pulled <every> which way, (and) they are
gratified by unrighteous Mammon. They lend monewtarest; they waste time; and they do not work.
But he who is father of Mammon is (also) fathesexual intercourse.

But he who is able to renounce them shows thas frein the generation of the Son of Man, (and) has
power to accuse them. [...] he restrains [...](garh a [...] in wickedness, and he makes therdike

the inner. He resembles an angel which ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

.. power [...] said them. But the one ...

... (5 lines unrecoverable)

And having withdrawn [...], he became silent, hgweased from loquacity and disputations. But he
who has found the life-giving word, and he who base to know the Father of Truth, has come to
rest; he has ceased seeking, having found. And Wwedaund, he became silent. But few are the things
he used to say to those that [...] with their ietgtbal mind the [...].

There are some, who upon entering the faith, recailaptism on the ground that they have it as a



hope of salvation, which they call the "seal", kwbwing that the fathers of the world are manifest
that place. But he himself knows that he is sedtedthe Son of Man did not baptize any of his
disciples. But [...], if those who are baptized evbeaded for life, the world would become emptyd An
the fathers of baptism were defiled.

But the baptism of truth is something else; itysénunciation of the world that it is found. Babse
who say only with the tongue that they are rencugdi are lying, and they are coming to the plaice o
fear. Moreover, they are humbled within it. Justhexsse to whom it was given to have been
condemned, they shall get something!

They are wicked in their behavior! Some of thenhdalay to the worship of idols. Others have
demons dwelling with them, as did David the king. islthe one who laid the foundation of Jerusalem;
and his son Solomon, whom he begat in adultetiigne who built Jerusalem by means of the
demons, because he received power. When he halldthbuilding, he imprisoned the demons in the
temple. He placed them into seven waterpots. Taéeainmed a long time in the waterpots, abandoned
there. When the Romans went up to Jerusalem, ikeg\wkred the waterpots, and immediately the
demons ran out of the waterpots, as those who edoap prison. And the waterpots remained pure
thereafter. And since those days, they dwell witmmwho are in ignorance, and they have remained
upon the earth.

Who, then, is David? And who is Solomon? And wiahe foundation? And what is the wall which
surrounds Jerusalem? And who are the demons? Aatlash the waterpots? And who are the
Romans? But these are mysteries ...

... (11 lines unrecoverable)

... victorious over [...] the Son of Man [...] uridied ...

... (3 lines unrecoverable)

... and he [...] when he [...]. For [...] is a drea
... (1 line unrecoverable)

... to this nature ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

. those that [...] all in a [...] blessed, aneltl.. ] like a salamander. It goes into the flagniime which
burns exceedingly; it slithers into the furnace ..

... (13 lines unrecoverable)

.. the furnace ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

.. the boundaries [...], that they might see &ndl the power [...] sacrifice. Great is the samif..

... (2 lines unrecoverable)

., butin al...] aside [...]. And the Son of Mjan], and he has become manifest through the lmdhb
fountain of immortality. ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

.. he is pure, and he is [...]. A free man isemtious. He is set apart from everyone, from every
audacity and envy the power of which is greatis.(p) disciple [...] pattern of law [...] these]
only ...

... (2 lines unrecoverable)

.. they placed him under a [...] a teaching ...

... (1 line unrecoverable)

.. his teaching, saying, "Even if an angel commesifheaven, and preaches to you beyond that which
we preached to you, may he be anathema,” (Gahbidgtting the [...] of the soul which [...] freeah
[...]. For they are still immature [...] they aretrable to keep this law which works by means e&¢h
heresies - though it is not they, but the powerSaifaoth - by means of the [...] the doctrinelsds.



they have been jealous of some [...] law(s) in &hiihose who will [...] power [...] they reach the]
the twelve judge [...] them [...] the fountain afmortality ...

... (3 lines unrecoverable)

... iIn order that ...

... (3 lines unrecoverable)

... good [...] the whole place. [...] there therares. He baptized himself, and the [...] he becdiviae;
he flew up, (and) they did not grasp him. [...Jrththe enemies [...], since it was not possibletiem

to bring him down again. If every [...] grasps haith ignorance, attending to those who teach in the
corners by means of carved things and artful trithkesy are not able [...].

pp. 75-76 of codex missing
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