The Gospel of Gamaliel

Or the Lament of the Virgin and the Martyrdom ol

LAMENT OF THE VIRGIN

In the name of the Father, of the Son, and of tbly Bhost, we will write a discourse composed by
Cyriacus, 1 bishop of the town of Bahnasa, 2 omibkéts of the pure Virgin our Lady 3Mary, and her
affectionate weeping on the day of the crucifixadrour Lord,when on the day of His holy resurregtio
she went to the door of the sepulchre of her Sandaanot find His body, because He had risen up
from the dead. May his 4 blessing be with us. AiHersaid :The weeping of Jacob, the head of the
Patriarchs, has been renewed to-day, O my belowéythen should not the Virgin Mary weep over
her Son whom she conceived in virginity ? Whyshoddthe Virgin Mary weep over the one for
whom she suffered the pangs of parturition ? xX\WHou&d not the Virgin Mary weep over the one into
whose divine mouth she placed her virginal bred¥hy should not the Virgin weep over the manger,
which” is in Bethlehem ?Why should not the Virgieep over her beloved Son whom she carried
during nine months of gestation ? Why should net\thigin weep over the one whom she brought
forth and suckled ?If Rachel weeps over childreomtshe has never embraced, why should not the
Virgin weepover the one whom she carried in hersdike all babes ? ' If Rachel weeps over children
for whom she did not run from place to place, whgudd not the Virgin weep over her child
withwhom she ran from country to country ? If Rdcleeps over children whose tombs she has
notseen, why should not the Virgin weep at the a@ddrer only Son's sepulchre ?The weeping of a
venerable old man" 3 has been renewed to-dayyouag, 4 virgin woman.Jacob did not see Joseph
bound by his brothers, but the Virgin saw her Saited to the wood of the cross. Jacob did not see
Joseph when his brothers threw him while hungry the depths of the well, so that he might weep
over him ; but the Virgin saw her Son hanging andloss in themiddle (of two male- factors), before
all the Jews. Jacob did not see Joseph when Hisdosostripped him of his clothes, but the Virgaws
her Son in a naked state in the middle of Jewsidedfaunderstanding. Jacob did not see Joseph being
sold to Egyptian merchants for thirty denarii, the Virgin saw her Son when Judas sold Him for
thirty pieces of silver. Jacobwept over a forei¢pold and over a robe that was not torn by wild teas
but it is over a divine blood smeared on the rocthe Kranion ™ that the Virgin is weeping, andeov
the foreignrobe which her Son was wearing, sineg tiad divided His garments among themselves.
The brothers of Joseph wept and repented thatithésold their brother, but the Children of Isragld
not weep when they sold their Lord. 1 The sonsaobb rejoicedwhen their brother reigned (over
Egypt), but the Jews did not rejoice when theirdLaryse upfrom the dead.O pure Virgin, your wailing
over the tomb of your beloved Son is truly sweet wour voice ismelodious in the middle of the
angels, when they brought to you the sad news @idd § OMary, what are you doing sitting, while
your Son is standing before the Governor and isgei



judged and insulted by the High Priest of the Jew$ Mary, what are you doing sitting, whileyour
Son is being stripped in the court of His garmemdd(with His blood) ? O daughter of Joiakim, what
are you doing sitting, while your Son is carryirigree a cross in the streets of Jerusalem, and @o on
comes near Him ? O dove of Hannah what are youydaitting, whileyour Son is being crucified in

the place of the Kranion ? O seed of David, whyetiagy lifted your Son on the cross ?0 my pure and
Virgin Lady, your wailing is truly sweet to-day the house of John, while saying: 2 " Oh, how biger
this messenger who came to me to-day ! He is mittex than themessenger of death who came to Job
and to Jacob Israel. Oh, how cruel is the intefiggg whocame to me to-day, O my Child ! He is more
cruel than the one who announced to Lot the burafrtgs town. Oh, how painful is the news that
came to me to-day, O my child ! It is more pairthdn the news concerning the death of the valiant
men of Israel. Oh, how cruel is themessenger wbadirt me this bad news, O my child ! (This child)
has comfortedme for thirty years, and He neveriélned me with an occasion to chide Him and scold
Him.(What adds bitterness) to the news is thabtiewho brought it to me is Salome ! All mysorrow
has began again " O my child, | have never been@wvernor, nor have | ever stood before a jutige.
have never seen a robber being killed, nor havei gone to the Kranion, nor do | know the place of
theGolgotha. O my child, | have never stood befonean engaged in litigation so that | mightrealise
the false wisdom (that has been applied to youg)casor have | ever been present in alaw court, so
that | might realise the injustice that has beemedo you. O my child, | am insidethe house of John
and you are in the house of the High- Priest An@asy child, this cruelnews that concerns you has
outweighed the sadness of my orphanhood, and th&ufaformation relating to you has to-day |
deprived me of my joy. The angel announced to me yairth in Nazareth, and | have been
announcedthis cruel news about you in Jerusalesar Annunciation occurred to me in the house of
Joseph, and this bad news was brought to me inahge of John. O my beloved, | was rejoicingin my
heart and saying constantly, ' To-morrow we shallehour passover, accomplish theordinance of the
feast and return to our home ; ' the passover ¢vae ¢co me, O my beloved Son,with weeping and
wailing ! My feast has changed into lamentation amdpassover into grief ! "The Virgin uttered this
affectionate wailing " in the house of John whegytbrought to her thesad news of her Son. Then she
began to look for one of His holy disciples to walith her, butshe did not find any, because all had
fled and forsaken Him from fear of the Jews. Sheddor Peter to accompany her, and she was
informed that from his fear of the High Priest faglldeniedher Son, saying, " | do not know Him," and
that he had gone and hidden himself from Him.Sked$or James, the brother of the Lord, and she
was informed that he had fled and left Himon thaimavhere He was seized. She asked for Andrew,
and she was informed that he hadnever come withtblitown at all. She asked for Thomas, and she
was in- formed that he hadthrown down his garmantsfled. She asked for the son of Tulmas, 4 and
she was informedthat he was the first of His bestho flee. She asked for Philip, and she was
informed thatwhen he saw the torches burning, hetesified and fled. She asked for James, the
brother of John, and she was informed that he nexem looked at Him. She asked for Matthew, and
shewas informed that he was afraid of the Jews thareall others, as they had a



special grudge against him from the time he usexbliect taxes fromthem, and he had, thereford, fle
in the darkness of the night. In short she askedlfaf them,and she did not find a single onéheim
except John who had accompanied Him to the Kranidtiae Golgotha.Then the Virgin resumed her
weeping and wailing, because she was not abledodiny of theApostles, the disciples of her Son,
except John, and said while weeping :" Woe is meydson and O my beloved, because your brethren
fled and disappeared. O myfather Peter, | was thin&very day that you would not deny your Master.
You have not beengiven gold and silver that youeteRlim so quickly. You have not been presented
with a boatand oars, why then did you deny to-dayrWlaster and your Lord ? You have not had the
giftof a son or a daughter (as the price of youniag O Peter, and you have not had the offer of
exchanging Him for a brother or a friend, why tlileis spiritless weakness of yours ? You didnotesee
second cross, O Peter, which you believed mighbbgou, that you were so terrifiedthat you denied
Him. He gave you a tongue of iron, O Peter, andmpelied it and spoiled itwithout fire or a smithe H
bestowed grace upon you, 1 O Peter, more thanead| and you didnot bear now a single slap for your
Master. He bestowed on you, O Peter, two eyesghedf which does not fade, and you did not feel
ashamed to deny their light." He confided to yoketr, the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, and you
did not suffer a short time (for Him) inthe prisohthe High Priest.” He made you, O Peter, His dgpu
to all the world, and you did not endure a singlaptation3 for your Master. He made you, O Peter, a
father to all the world, and you did not act inratherly love for a single short hour towards mySo

He imposed His divine hand on your head, 4 O Patet,you did not agree b to have a crown of thorns
on your head before you haddenied Him. Even if gay Peter, that my Son is not your Master but
only your friend, it didnot behoove you to deny Himthis way. If you had to endure, O Peter, al th
tribulationsundergone with us by my father : Josgplu should have been dragged to Herod with my
Son.'If you had to bear like him the pains of thpey to the country of Egypt, you might not have
been able to endure a single one of them. Mayeheaf heaven nurture your bones, O myfather
Joseph, the just man, and may the tree of lifeislb® your soul because you haveendured my
tribulations with me, and have not denied my S@nPeter, they have not broughtyou before the
Governor, nor have they placed you before the trighnal that you denied your Master so
quickly."When the Virgin finished her lamentatiomger the denial of Peter in the house of John, she
sentfor John, who came and found her weeping. BoénJohn and the Virgin wept over the
LordJesus. Then John said to the Virgin : " O myhag do not weep over Peter for his denial of
myMaster, because he has not the same blame attichen as that which attaches to Judas who
betrayed Him.1 heard what "my Master said at thengxg meal and what Peter said to Him, ' Be it far
fromyou, Lord, this shall not be unto you,' 4 bwiill give my life for you. And | heard my Lord

andmy Master rebuking him three times saying to, hiBo ye behind me, Satan, you have become



an offence to me, for you think not of the thinlgattbe of God, but of those things that be of men.’
Now, O my Lady and my mother, do not weep over ailidr Peter, because his denialwill be (the
symbol of) repentance to sinners, as he gavedlite his own words andcorroborated the words of his
Master."Then the Virgin gave herself to bitter wiegpbecause she had not seen her Son, and
shereverted again to her painful lamentationsénhibuse of John and said : " | adjure you, O John,t
show me the way to the Kranion. | adjure you, OnJdt accompany me to the Golgotha. Ihave never
seen yet a robber being crucified, nor have | stoeat a robber when he was being beheaded. 1/ shal
forsake my town and my great freedom, and shablaye-footed to the placein which my beloved Son
has been crucified like common robbers, becausis Hiene and notone of His brethren is standing
near Him, and there is not here with you any ofryfaends whowould say anything about you. O my
child, the sorrow of a mother for her beloved sssomething, and the sorrow of a friend for hisdie

is another thing ; the pain of the heart of amotheeping over her beloved son is something, and the
weeping of a friend over his friend is another thiMy sorrow, O my child, is to-day greater thaatth

of all the world,and of all the inhabitants of Jsalem, and my weeping is more bitter than thatlof a
who shallgather 2 near me."When John noticed thairsas not able to cease her weeping and wailing
and that he on his partwas unable to comfort lemraibse she was saying : " If | do not see Him |
cannot becomforted,” he said to her : " Get up,lamidl accompany you to the Kranion, so that you
maysee Him." The Virgin, therefore, went out of Hmise of John and walked in the streets of
Jerusalem. People who saw the Virgin walking saidrte another : " From where is this
wailingwoman ? " And the people of the bazaars sald/e have never seen this woman
buyinganything from this bazaar." Some others %didis is a foreign woman and she walks in
thisstreet as if she did not know it." The peopl@yever, who recognised in John the disciple of
theLord Jesus, said : " This may perhaps be Hiswiengoing to see Him on the cross." Some people
said : " This is the wife of Joseph," and some @isaid : " The news of His conceptionwas brought t
her." Finally, some people said : " Look at hemv®beautiful is her face andher weeping,” and yet
some others said : " We have not seen anothemaiésitown like her,and her face resembles that of
her Son." In short, every one in the market wasmgagome-thing about her and how noticeable was
her appearance in the streets of the town. AndnSalas walking behind her, while some other
women covered her with her veil, but she was n@wniisg anything but only listening to the sorrow of
her heart.When she reached the Golgotha, she datigesat throng of people in groups of different
tribesand clans looking at (her Son) on the Cr@ssple of various nationalities, 1 from all dissiad
assembled in Jerusalem in that holy month forriaalation of the lamb : Amgazites,'Balakites, 3
Moabites, Kabarites, 4 and Ishmaelites. All theseewpressing in groups againstone another for the
great and wonderful sight. Some people were saylirihey condemnedthis one to-day with
injustice,"” and some others were saying : " Theyehemptied their wrathon Him." Some were saying:
‘They were seeking the death of this one for maayy," and someothers were saying : " They have
killed a brave man to-day." Some were saying thére was justice in this town, they would never
have been able to kill this one," and yet somerstheresaying : "This is the one for whom the
Emperor sent in order to make Him a King



over all Judaea, and that is why Herod ordereddel&h.” Some people cursed Herod because of Him,
saying : " The one who took his brother's wife whik was still alive and rendered him a poor and a
wretched man, has also killed this one without.pity

As to the Virgin she inclined her face towards ¢laeth on account of herweeping and humility, arel sh
was not able to see her Son quickly because oftiefyb weeping and the thronging of the great
multitudes of people. Shesaid, therefore, to JdWhere is my beloved Son so that | may see Him
;the pressing of these numerous

people against one another does not allow meg¢isa."And John said to her : " Lift your head
towards the western side of these people, and ybsegHim extended on the cross." And the Virgin
looked towards all those multitudes of people, Asdsaw Him. She did not cease to wade with John
through the multitudes until she came andstoodistigiht, and looked at Him in His sufferings.When
God saw His mother He looked towards John andtedidn : " O man, this is your mother,” and then
He said to His mother : " O mother, this is youn.5¢ And John held theVirgin's hand in order tketa
her to his house, but the Virgin, his mother, sdi@ John, let meweep" over Him, as He has no leroth
and no sister, and do not deprive me of Him. O miy,8ould that | had with you a crown of thorns on
my head, and would that | could make it as paiafuyours. If the penalty of all the robbers is
crucifixion, why have they not stripped you of ygarments, Judas, since you are a thief and stole
from the bag ? 3 O John, look at mywretchednes&join the middle of these multitudes. Look at my
lowliness and at the pains of my heart. Let me labKis face to my satisfaction. Let me look at His
sufferings to mysatisfaction, as | have never s¢iemin such a state before, except to-day. Let me
weep over Him, because my sufferings are to-dagtgrehan His sufferings. The lying-place of a#é th
paupers is the dung-heap, let me then look at Himyt satisfaction, because 1 am an orphanwithout
father, without mother, and without relatives." diF'is the wailing indulged in by theVirgin whilae
was at the right side of her Son. She was in & stiatonfusion owing to theintensity of her paingda
because of the greatness of her sorrow she didatige the greatmultitudes that were present. Sie w
only bent on weeping. Now there were present tlargda, wife of Chuza, Mary Magdalene and
Salome, and these got hold of the Lady (Mary) dtedliher up. Her wailing was truly sweet while she
was surrounded by pure women, who wereweepinghéttbecause of the sweetness of her words.
Other Jewish women whoheard her weeping scoffe@rasaying : " Our vengeance has come to-day
on you and on your Son, because it is through lgatidur wombs have become childless from the year
in which you brought Him forth.” 1The heads of tleavs spoke then with the soldiers of Herod and
hardened their hearts to kill(Jesus). They hadméal Herod that Pilate with a great number of peopl
loved Jesus, and theyhad added : " We fear thgiirg to crucify Him, those people might raise
against us andsnatch Him from our hands on thecadfiPilate. Give us, therefore, order and power
to crucifyHim." : And they had given him much monand he had given them the power required
andsent his soldiers to them. This is the reasonRilate did not go out with him that day ; hefehre

an armed conflict between him and the Jews. InéRatke and his wife loved (Jesus)like their own
soul, and the flogging that he had ordered for Mias done in order to satisfy thewicked Jews, and so
to save Him from death. Had he known that they @aulcify Him, if hewere to die with his wife and
his sons, he would not have laid hands on HimlaT ke Jews had



lied to Pilate saying : " If you only chastise thébel for us, and if he ceases to heal peoplesonth
Sabbath day, we will release Him." It is under flaise pretext that Pilate had ordered Him 3to be
flagellated.The above conspiracy took place betfoeevirgin stood at the right side of Her Son and
Johnwished to take her to his house. She thenwesping and lamenting and returned to
town,saying : " | leave you in peace, 4 O my chyloly and the cross upon which you have been
liftedup. | salute a your face full of grace, whitiey have insulted and at which they have railed.
Isalute your nudity, O King, who is in the middierobbers. | salute your royal garment,O my child,
which is in the hands of your enemies. | salute, ydpuny beloved, with the crownof thorns which is
overshadowing you." The Virgin was saying all tisile she was being takenweeping to the house of
John. There she did not cease to weep, nor didisheslumber to her eyelids, 1 but she kept weeping
and wailing. After (John) had placed her in thed®be did notneglect to go to the Kranion and
witness till the end all the sufferings of his MastVhen the body 2 had ceased to function, He gpve
the ghost. Then all the town shook from thegreghgaake that occurred in the earth and the signs
that took place in heaven. When theVirgin notideat the earth quaked and that darkness spread over
all the town, she said : " Thisis a sign that my 8as died." While she was saying this, lo, Johmeca
weeping. And theVirgin said to him: "Is it not trtieat my Son died 3 on the cross?" And heinclined h
head and said, " Yes, He died."How great were theping and the lamentations of the Virgin at that
hour ! 4 With intense pains of the heart she wegtsaid : " Woe is me, O my child, because of this
dreadful deathwhich you have incurred. | did notfa Governor to inquire into the injustice done to
me, nor a judge to gauge the pains of my hearto@@or, if you had judged with justice according t
thelaw, the Son of the King would not have beeledilvhile hungry and thirsty. O High Priest, if you
had judged with justice, Judas would have beenhyast crucifixion 5 instead of my Son.If you had
pondered over your decision, O Governor, you waowldhave crucified my Son inHis nudity. 6 If you
had judged with equity, O High Priest, you would have released a robber from death, and killed the
Prince. If you had judged with equity, O Governauy would nothave killed a valiant man while war 7
is looking you in the face. If you had judgedwitiugy, O High Priest, you would not have uttered
insulting words to your Master." | hear that ainagt when people are at war, if it happens that they
capture the son of the King,they take great catd@rofand do not kill him, but send him to his faths

an honour, whythen, O High Priest, when you askeg $on) the truth and He told it to you, you hated
Him ? IYou preferred a lie and put your trust ar¥iiu asked for truth, do you not know then that
theone who is standing before you is truthful, trath and life ? " Truly, O Virgin, O holy Mary,you
have met with injustice in the town of Jerusalenrertban many of your generation, because they
attacked the great one who was in it, and delivetied to the judgment of death.After all this, the
Christ was still hanging on the cross, and manyessed saying: "This manwho performed all these
deeds is the Son of God." : All the people whoedald wept while Hewas on the cross. Then Pilate
summoned the centurion who was sent by Herod iaerdadcrucify(Jesus), and he ushered him into his
house and said to him : " Have you seen, O my brptihat



the Jews and Herod did to this just Man, and hay #illed Him with such an injustice that allthis
happened on the earth ? | tell you, O my brotlet, &ll this evil is not by my will but on theadeiof
Herod. | wished to release Him and save Him fromttldlebut when | noticed that thiswas against the
wish of Herod, 1 delivered Him to the Jews for diiMion. See now, whatransom shall we give to God
for His Son whom we have killed ? " Then the captuogether with the owner of the spear and Pilate
began to weep bitterly saying : " May His blooddmeHerod and on the High Priest ! "Then Pilate
summoned the High Priests Annas and Caiaphas bd®mublic and said to them :" O haters of
bodies 4 and drinkers of blood unjustly shed, s®e what happened as a con-sequence of the death of
Jesus of Nazareth on the cross. May His blood bgarand on your children ! " And they struck at
their chests and at their faces saying : " Maydilbed of thiserring man be on us and on our childre
for a thousand generations ! " AndPilate said, "&\reven now after all the signs that He showed in
heaven and earth, you are notawestruck and amikeealllthe people ? " And they said : " We are not
afraid because we havefulfilled the law."And Pilséed : " O High Priest, if you have fulfilled tieaw,
why are your clothes rent ? Thelaw says that iighHPriest rends his clothes, he falls from office.

And he answered : " | rentmy clothes 1 becauselbsphemed against the Most High God and against
the law." AndPilate said to him : "l order you riotenter the temple 2 another time like a High $trie
but likea rebel. And if anyone tells me that yowdagone to the temple | will cut off your head."
Andthe High Priest said to him : " Which Governarang your predecessors has in the precedingtime
interdicted a High Priest, and has enjoyed a lengp tof office ? " He said this because hewas under
the jurisdiction of Herod.And Pilate said to hithAre not then the signs that have so far occurred
sufficient for you, asthey are for all the people&hd the High Priest said to Pilate : " You angoaing
shoot in thistown, and you do not know the meaing the portent of these signs. This month is
Barmudah4 and in it the revolution of the sun drerhoon takes place. At this time the sorcerers giv
tothe moon the colour of blood and detract theafatyie sun by their spells. They do it in ordenxae
work from the husbandman 5 and to prognosti- cateerning the fruits, the crops, thewines and the
oils." This is what the High Priest lied and salteh Pilate rose from his chair and scourged hirh wit
rough whip ; he plucked also the hair of his beard] tormented him and said : " You wish to brimg t
wrath (of God) on the earth onaccount of your lthfog Jesus.” Then the centurion and the soldier sa
: " You prefer death tolife." After having chastiseim on the recommendation of Pilate, they semt hi
to prison on theadvice of the centurion, until sticie as they would send him to the Emperor.After
this Pilate conferred with the centurion and sdids: His body going to hang on thecross ? " Aral th
centurion said to Pilate : " The power is in yoants, O Governor." AndPilate said to him : " Do you
wish that we should take Him down from the cros$ emnfide Himto a reliable man for three days, in
order that per- chance He may rise as He Himsisiédamany people from the dead ? " When Pilate
uttered these words the heads of the Jews shoudieiesly



and said : " It is against the law to deliver adleean to any one. The grave is the resting-plaitenf
dead."After this Joseph, who is from Arimathea, edmPilate and asked permission to take down the
body of Jesus Christ from the cross. And Pilate plaased and he ordered it to be given to him ;and
the Jews walked behind him with the guards. Jogbgeh, took it down from the cross and buried it in
conjunction with Nicodemus. The Jews, however, &rmdrgument with him becausethey did not wish
to bring down His body from the cross, but to ledawan the wood like that of all other robbers,
because Jesus had made : mention of His resumegfii@r they had shroudedHim well in perfume,
myrrh, and new linen wrappings, which had not besed for another man at all, they laid Him in a
new tomb in which no other body had ever been l@@gdause itwas newly made for Joseph himself, the
owner of the garden. They then fastened Him wallthe third day.When the body of Jesus was
placed in the sepulchre the Jews went to Pilatesartt: " Youknow that it is the Sabbath ; " anelyth
asked for four witnesses for His tomb, two fromsibidiers of Herod, and two from the soldiers of the
centurion. They confided the tomb to themand omi¢énem to guard it till the third day. And the
centurion remained in Jerusalem till thethird dagider to see the miracle ; and he said : "If desu
rises from the dead, | shallhave no further neeth@fpower of Herod." After all this John went in

haste to the Virgin andsaid to her : ' They hawkday Master in a good new tomb, and have shrouded
Him with newwrappings, good perfume, and myrrh bigh quality. And the Virgin enquired : " Who
was theone who did this good thing to my beloved 86 And he informed her 3 that it wasJoseph and
Nicodemus, the venerable chiefs.And the Virginmd cease her weeping and wailing, and said : " If
they have placed my beloved Son under the tre#eoi khall not be comforted unless | see Him. If
they have placedthe robe of Solomon over the bbdyyoSon, | shall not be comforted unless | see
His tomb. If they have poured the perfume of Aaoeer the body of my Son, | cannot be comforted
unless Isee His burial-place. If they have laid®my in the graves of the prophets, | shall not
becomforted unless | see Him. If the grave in wimghSon is lying is that of Elisha, | shall not
becomforted unless | see Him. If the place in whigdy have placed my son is Paradise itself, Ishall
not be comforted unless | see Him. May the dew edv¢n nurture you, O my father Joseph, and may
the firmament nourish you, 1 O Nicode- mus, forlttile good work you did tomy Son on the cross !'
Would that | had been weeping under your cross,yCson ! Even if | could not find your body, O my
beloved, | would have grasped your blood, becalisewggh Jacob did not find the blood of Joseph, he
wept over the blood of another. Woe is me, O myléneed Son, because Ihave not seen your body and
your blood. 2 If I had found your blood, O my Childvould have purified my garment with it, and if
had found your garment, it would have been as agatrof Joseph 3 to me. The blood over which
Jacob wept was a foreign blood, and that over whigéep is flowing from the side of my Son. If they
have not broken your bones, O my Son,as it isevritih their law, so that (the malefactors) might be
delivered from their pain, they have pushed thaspead into your divine side.



" No evil deed was left, O my beloved, which they dot do to you before they crucified you,and no
injustice was left, O my beloved, which they did do to you. Woe is me, O my belovedSon, my reins
are bursting inside me. | never saw a physiciatirfgepeople like you, O my beloved Son, and inespit
of that they struck 4 you. You have been a physitiatheir diseaseswhich you cured, and in spite of
that they nailed you to the wood of the cross. Naue beena physician, O my Child, 5 to their men
born blind, and you gave them their sight, 1 ansipiteof that the unbelieving Jews did not feel
ashamed to insult you. You have been a physiciamy Son, and you drove out their demons from
them, and in spite of that they did not honour patisaid, ' You drive them out by Beel-Zebul.' 'UYo
have been a physician, O my Son, and youcured ttemhaemor- rhage, and in spite of that they did
not feel ashamed of you, but they pierced you mrgide, O my beloved, with a spear-head. | adjure
you, O John, to come withme to the tomb of my $amplore you, O John, to accompany me to my
only Son so that Imay pay a visit to His crosskBdw, O John, that | am putting you to much treubl
with thesorrow of my heart, but have patience wigh and you will receive much blessing from my
beloved Son."The Virgin uttered these and similards in her lamentations and said : 5" O Johh, if
do notsee His tomb | shall not be comforted in imy@wv." And John used to comfort her saying :
"Cease your weeping because they have buried Himpeirfume, incense, andnew wrappings, near a
garden." The Virgin, however, wept, saying : "Hétark of Noah werethe place of the burial of my
Son, | shall not be comforted unless | see Himwedp over Him."And John said to her : "How can
you go while four soldiers from the soldiers of thevernor arelying on the sepulchre ? " And the
Virgin remained in this weeping and wailing over B®n inthe day of His crucifixion, the Sabbath,day
to the morning of Sunday.As to the soldiers whom@overnor had detailed to guard the tomb, the
heads of the Jews hadentered with them into a gaegpunknown to the Governor and the Centurion,
to the effectthat if the erring one were perchaonagse they should inform them of the fact before
theGovernor. For this and for their not disclodinig conspiracy to Pilate they were promised
muchmoney and silver. The Jews held this conspwattythe soldiers before the latter went toguard
the tomb.When, however (Jesus) rose and many gighglace at His resurrection, the soldiers
werefrightened and terrified, and became like dead. They entered the town early in the
morningand remembering the deceitful words of #heslthey went to them while it was still dark
beforethey went to the Governor and apprised thietineofact that Jesus of Nazareth * had risen
fromthe dead as He had predicted. The Jews wentinhgaste and related to the High Priest thewords
of the soldiers to the effect that Jesus had ffisen the dead ; and they shouted saying : "Woééo t
Jews and to their lives, because this day has e it for them than the day inwhich He was
crucified. What shall we do if the Governor and tleaturion hear that He rosefrom the dead. We shall
all fall into his hands. But let us see first whedlly took place.” Andthey went to the tomb while

was still early in the morning, and did not fine thody of Jesus init. Then they tore their garments
gave silver to the four soldiers apart from Hisngants andsaid : " Will He appear to everybodyr? " |
short every one of them (in their confusion) samsthing.



2 As to the Virgin she did not neglect to go to thab early on Sunday morning. MaryMagdalene had,
however, preceded her to the sepulchre 3 and wlatihae the stone had beenrolled away from it. And
the Virgin said : "This is a sign that occurredhe caseof my Son, and it perplexes me ; Who rolled
away this stone from the door of the sepulchretiz"Virgin looked then in the four directions of the
tomb, and did not find in it the body of her Songdahe sat down and reverted to her wailing and
lamentation and said : " Woe is me, O my beloved, 8do is it that carried your body and added to
the sorrow of my heart ? | have not been at alhé&tomb of my father nor to that of my mother ;amh
my father died | was ayoung girl in the temple. lHave | ever been to the grave of my father Jodeph
who endured somany 5 troubles with you, O my Sdis d@lay that | came to your tomb, O my Son, in
order to inform myself concerning your body, anoth@row has been added to my sorrow. This
daythat | came to your tomb, O my Child, | met vatbitter disappointment, as | did not find your
body in it, O my Son. 1 On the Golgotha they ditl permit me to satisfy my desire for lookingat you
to my satisfaction, and to-day they did not allow ta satisfy my desire for looking atyour bodyhe t
grave to my heart's desire. On the day of youhbirt Bethlehem, O my beloved Son, when your star
shone, Herod did not glorify you, and on the dayair crucifixion, O my Son, when the sun suffered
eclipse, the Jews ' did not believe in you." Ondag | brought you forth in Bethlehem, O my Son,
your angels surrounded you in order to glorify yang on the day of your resurrection, O my beloved
Son, your brethren forsook you. On the day | broyglu forth in Bethlehem, O my beloved Son, the
shepherds came atday-break and worshipped yowratiee day of your death, O my beloved Son, |
came to your tomb and did not find your body irGh the day | brought you forth in Bethlehem, O my
Son,the Magi came to you with their offerings, amathe day of your crucifixion, O my Son, 4
awicked robber insulted you. The day of your bintlBethiehem, O my Son, the animals praisedit, and
on the day of your crucifixion, O my beloved, | mé&th pain and sorrow. On the day of your birth in
Bethlehem, O my beloved Son, Joseph served youpmtioe day of your crucifixion, O my beloved,
the same Joseph, my father, died. 6 " Woe is nmay®eloved, thereis no sorrow like my sorrow, nor
is there any pain like the pain of a mother lookatdner son onthe wood of the cross. O my Sonntwe
to the Golgotha and did not see your body on thedebthe cross ; ' and | came to the door of your
tomb asking for you, and you did not answer me.Ware, O my beloved Son, my sorrow is twofold
to-day, because | did not see your body onthe vgoathat | might weep over it," and because | did no
find it in the tomb so that | mightworship it. ljade the four soldiers who keep watch over yourliom
and your body todeliver your body if perchance thaye removed it through bribery. 1 | implore
Joseph andweep before Nicodemus to reassure meroemagy your body since they took it on their
ownresponsibility from Pilate and laid it in th@b. | have never seen Joseph nor do | know
Nicodemus, but on account of the intensity of mynpaet my heart go to them."This is what the

Virgin said over the tomb of her Son. She was @ in her soul from her fear of the Jews and from
the fact that she did not find the body of her 8othe tomb. Whileshe was think- ing deeply 2 a
sudden light shone and an exquisite perfume waepedfrom the right side of the tomb, as if wafted
from an incense tree. 3 The Virgin looked towardsthrection of the scent and saw the good God
standing, clad in a heavenly robe and His facelyrsaffused with joy. And He said to her : " O
woman, what makes you burst into this
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affectionate wailing at this empty tomb which consano body ? " And she replied : "It is mysorrow ;
and this sorrow, O my Lord, arises from the faet thdid not find the body of my Son,so that | ntigh
weep over it and be somewhat comforted." And Jsaigsto her : " If you werenot satisfied in weeping
and wailing throughout all this length of time, haxli found the body of your Son in the tomb you
would have never ceased your lamentation." Andepked : " O mylord, if | had found it | would

have been somewhat comforted by it."And he salteto " O woman, if you had seen your Son dead,
you would have had no comfortin looking at His suerced with a spear, at His hands and feet
wounded by the driving of nailsin them, and at blisly smeared with blood. Now, O woman, comfort
yourself, because it wasmore advantageous for gotorhave seen Him dead and wept all the more
over Him. Whatcomfort did you derive when you saimtlive on the cross, and dead with wrappings
roundHim ? Truly, O woman, you have had much coaiiag/our soul in coming to this place, while
itis still dark and while all this great disturb@&eigns in the town. The guards went fromhereaaed
now conspiring with the Jews in lying terms conaagrnyour Son. Does the tomb,in which the body of
your Son was laid belong to the Jews ? | No, O wgrhanow the mancalled Joseph, and this garden
belongs to him."And the Virgin said to him : " O rioyd, you know everything that happened to my
Son, and thelove which they showed to Him in laytign in this tomb. | could not bear to stay in the
houseof John any longer, but | came to enquire Bifite. Now, O my lord, since 2 you are the owner
of the garden and the beauty of your dresses 3rensweet words with which you haveanswered me
testify to this if there is pity in your heart fore show it to me now, because | have no other .child
Disclose to me His secret and what they did witk bbidy since Idid not find it in His tomb. Have the
Jews carried it away because of their hatred ®Gtvernor concerning it ? And also, O my lordt if i

is hidden in your garden and you know whotook éréh have pity on me and show me its place so that
I may just see it. By your life, O my brother, Meanever seen this place except to-day."And Jesds s
to her : " O Mary, you have wept sufficiently. Tineng one 4 is the one who isspeaking to you ; the
one who was crucified is now standing near yowe ;dhe whom you areseeking is the one who is
comforting you ; the one for whom you are askinthesone who isclad in this heavenly robe ; the one
whose tomb you are wishing to see is the one whasbedthe doors of brass. 5 O Mary, recognise my
glory ; lo I am comforting you with the words ofdj be not ashamed therefore, nor afraid. Lookyat m
face, O my mother, and you will recogniseme. Itwso raised Lazarus in Bethany. It is | Jesus vgho
resurrection and life. It is | Jesuswhose bloowvéld on the rock in the Kranion. It is | Jesus w0 i
comforting you in your sorrow. It is | Jesus ovdramn you are weeping, who is now comforting you at
the beginning of His resurrec- tion. No one toolagwny body, O my mother, but | rose according to
the will of my Father. You came to-day to the tor@®my mother, and | took up out of Hades all those
whowere fettered in it, and saved those who hddrfahto sin."When the Virgin heard this she
received strength and comfort 1 and ceased herimgeapdanxiety. She lifted up her eyes from the
ground, filled her sight from Him, saw Him in theageof His divinity and said : " You have trulyars

O my Son and my Lord ! You have truly risen !" Asite bent over Him and embraced Him. And He
said to her : " Enough, O mother, of the
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oy which | granted you through my resurrection. koow at the spoliation of Hades, O mymother,
and see how glad and joyful its inmates are. llgitabent them as an offering to myFather before |
take them to Paradise.” "And the Virgin lookedndiHim and saw the multitudes which He had taken
up from Hades,clad in white robes. She was amazbebian, and Jesus said to her : " Go in haste and
announcemy resurrection from the dead to my brett®e in haste, O my mother, leave this place and
donot stand at the right side of my tomb, becausangany of the Jews will come with Pilate tofind
out what took place, and see if 1 4 would raisedibed, and give sight to the blind andmotion to the
lame."After the Lord Jesus said this to His motHerdisappeared from her sight. She then left thetom
with haste and went and told the Apostles and thim&n that the Lord had risen from thedead, 5 and
they also came to see what had happened. The pegadshen in all the town thatJesus of Nazareth
rose from the dead as He had said, and that HéHislchother : "I will recedeyou to Jerusalem, you
will all see me and | will bless you there." 'Astbe High Priests and the Jews, they went in the
morning to Pilate, the Governor, as if theyhad @ieenthing, and said to him : " O our lord Governor,
error has increased and scandalshave multipliedyoat the sepulchre. Summon the soldiers, one by
one, so that they may relateHis story to us, bedaseof us goes there." And Pilate said to them " |
heard that He rose fromthe dead. | believe whawiigs a vision that Jesus rose this day from tteelde
By the life of theEmperor and by the law of MoseInot lie when | say that | saw Him last night
while | waslying in my bed, and was grieved atfie that | had laid hands on Him, and thought that
perchance He may be the Son of God on accounedigims that appeared in heaven when Hedied on
the cross. | saw Him standing and shining more tharsun. All the town, except thegathering-plaice o
the Jews, shone with His light more than the lgftthe sun. And Hesaid to me : ' O Pilate, why are
you weeping because you ordered Jesus to befldggédat is written about Him has been fulfilled.
Return to me, and 1 will forgive you. lam Jesus wiiex on the cross. | am Jesus who rose to-day |
from the dead. This light whichyou see to- dayhis glory of my resurrection which has enlightenkd a
the worldwith joy. Look well, O Pilate, and seetthi@ds sign which shines on the inhabited earth is
moreluminous than the light of the sun and is tovaace you that | rose from the dead. Hasten to
mytomb and you will see the wrappings lying inutagded by angels. Kiss them and worship
them.Fight for my resurrection and you will witnesany miracles to-day at the sepulchre : the
lameshall walk, the blind shall see, and the déadl ase by my power." O Pilate, you will shinelre
light of my resurrection, which the Jews will dériywhen Pilate uttered these words in his house the
Jews raised their voices and said : " O our loedetimir, 3 it is not necessary to relate all thith®
people, as it is nothing but a dream. The lawsasthe mouth of two or three witnesses every wisrd
established ' ; 4 instead of threewitnesses, Ietaee four who guarded the tomb. If these tell tat

He rose, their words aretrue, and if they do nosa@lowe shall have nothing to do with dreams.”
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Then Pilate summoned the four soldiers and saildeto : " What happened to-day at thesepulchre ? "
And they divided curse among themselves and liedsaid that He did not rise butwas carried away.
And Pilate ordered that they should be separated tne another indifferent places. The first one wa
then ushered in, and Pilate said to him : " Telltheetruthwho carried away the body of Jesus ?d' An
he answered : " Peter and John." And the Govenrdared him to be removed to a place by himself.
Then he summoned the second one and said tohikmoW that you do not speak but the truth, tell me
which of the apostles carried away the body of désm the tomb ? " And he answered : " The eleven
apostles came with Hisdisciples z and carried Hiayaby stealth.” And Pilate ordered that this one
also should beremoved to a place by himself. He soenmoned the third one and said to him : "I
value your testimony more than that of all the athtell me who carried away the body of Jesus from
thesepulchre ? " And he answered : " Joseph anobous.” 2Pilate then called the fourth one and
said to him : " You are the head of these soldiad Iconfided them to you. Disclose to me now all
what took place, and how they removed the bodysfiss&om the tomb while you were guarding it."
And he answered : " O our Lord the emir,we wereesland we do not know who carried it away.
When we woke up we looked for it andfound it belbw water which is in the garden, and we said
that they did this, out of fear."Then Pilate saidite Jews and to the centurion : " Are these words
consistent ? Are they notsustained by lies ? " Amdrdered that the soldiers should be kept under
guard until he hadgone himself to the tomb. Thearese with the high priests and the heads of the
soldiers 3 andwent to the tomb. They found the pirags lying in the tomb 4 without the body. 5 And
Pilatesaid : " O men who hate their own life, €ythad taken away the body would they not havetaken
the wrappings with it ? " And (the Jews) answeré&ee, these wrappings do not belongto Him, but to
some one else."” And Pilate recalled the words sdfiséo him thatgreat miracles will take place il th
sepulchre, and he hastened and entered into itpakdhewrappings, that is to say the piecesnai
with which Jesus was shrouded, wept over them abd®ad them with joy.Then he looked at the
centurion who was standing at the entrance ofdh#t and who was withone eye only as his other eye
had been put out in a war, and a considerablehideslapsedwithout him having seen anything with it
Pilate then conceived the idea, through the greatathis faith, that these wrappings will givehligo

the centurion’s eye and with this thought he presktine wrappings to him and said : " O my brother,
do you not perceive the exquisite-ness of the odbthiese wrappings and see as if they were sgahkl
with perfume andincense ? "And the Jews said Pil@e, you know that Joseph placed on Him much
perfume and incense,and that they shrouded Himmwwitth and sweet spices of aloe, and this sweet
scent comesfrom them." And Pilate said to thenf they placed perfumes on the wrappings only, why
is allthis tomb perfumed with musk and sweet spafdsgh value and exquisite odour ? " And
theyanswered : " The scent that you are smellitlgaodour of the flowers of the gardens, wafted by
the winds." And Pilate replied to them : "You hadx@dden on the path of perdition for yourselves,
have walked in it and fallen in a place from whydu will have no deliverance for
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ever." And they said to him : " Nothing is due tmuyfrom us, and you had no right to come tothe tomb
of this man. You are the Governor of the City 3 aotlof this tomb. Lo, the HighPriests and the lsead
of the Jews are cognisant of the affair, and isdoa behove you to fightthe Jews for the sake of a
dead man."And Pilate said to the centurion : " Gther, do you not notice the bitterness of theduhtr
thatthe Jews have for the Lord Jesus ? We havd act®rding to their desires and have crucifiedHim,
and all the world was on the brink of ruin and degfion on account of their injustice.They want us
now to stumble on their sin and aver that He hasisen from the dead, in order that His wrath may
come back on us 1 another time and destroy us @tetyl Pilate utteredthese words to the centurion
while holding the wrap-pings with his hands and samimg them.Then he said : " | believe that the
body which has been wrapped in you rose from tlagl d&nd the centurion also had faith like Pilate,
and seizing the wrappings he embraced them, andthlegrtouched his face he immediately saw with
the blind eye as before, as if Jesus had laidHisl loa it as He had done with the man who was born
blind.How great was the spectacle of the multitudhe had also gone to the tomb ! They were fromall
countries, and they had come to Jerusalem foralsed¥er, and seen (Jesus) on the cross onthe day of
the crucifixion. When they had heard that Pilatd ane to the sepulchre to seewhether Jesus had
risen, they also had come with the expectationieammight rise and appear to them like Lazaruss Thi
is the reason why great multitudes had come taaiimd of Jesus in order to see Him. And they beheld
the great miracles and how the centurion saw, arela@azed at what (Jesus) had done.And Pilate
said to the centurion : " O my brother, observentiacles of Jesus in His tomb apartfrom the mescl
that took place at His death on the cross.” Ancctrgurion tore up his clothesin order the betier t
show his joy and the favour 2 which he had receiaed said : " The power of Jesus has been made
manifest. He is truly God and Son of God, and lehlbelieved inHim. My faith has increased from the
fact that He being God rose from the dead. | si@tliservea king any more, but solely my God
Jesus." : And he threw away his sword and gaveasmilitary career. 4 While the wrappings were
twisted round his hands he ran to this place aatplace and embraced them. And Pilate was greatly
amazed and glorified God.And the Jews said to é&meucion : " You are a stranger, and you do not
know the deeds done byJesus through Beel-ZebulabWé did in His life He is now doing at His
death.” And they added : "When a sorcerer die§ibr@i 1 do other deeds in his grave and they
deceive many people through them. These deedsi#gedrthose of sorcerers and conjurers.” And
Pilate said to them : " We have never heardthatesers and conjurers performed such miracles. Since
you are heaping 2 lies out of your own mind onltfeeof the Lord, His wrath will come on you." And
they said : " We deliver our souls to judgment, risy blood be on 3 us and our children for ever and
ever." And Pilate saidto the centurion : " O mythses, do not exchange cheaply the great gift which
you havereceived for the lie of the hatred of tevesl"
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Then Pilate turned to the Jews and said to themWhére is the dead man who, you said, wasJesus ? It
is perchance He."And the Jews preceded Pilaterendenturion to the well which was in the garden,
and it was adeep well. And | Gamaliel was followwmigh the crowd. And they went down to the

bottom of the well, and found in it the dead maroalded and laid in a separate place. And the
Jewsshouted : " Here is the Nazarene sorcerer a® @gs so much trouble ! You say that He rose,and
He is at the bottom of the well ! " And Pilate orelg them to draw him up, and summonedJoseph and
Nicodemus and said to them : " Are these the wragspwith which you shroudedthe body of Jesus ? "
And they answered : " The wrappings which you aiéihg in your handsare those of Jesus. As to this
corpse it is that of the robber who was crucifiathwesus." Andthe company of the Jews 4 threw
themselves on Joseph and Nicodemus wishing tdtearst intothe depth of the well because they had
spoken the truth. They would have done it wer@itfar the fact that Pilate and his soldiers stadld
them.When Pilate noticed their confusion and tbejirhe beckoned to them to be quiet. He had
fullconfidence in the words spoken to him by thed.desus to the effect that dead men would risefrom
His tomb. He summoned, therefore, the heads aleis and said to them : " We do not believe at all
that this is Jesus of Nazareth." And they replceetdim : "If you believe it or do not believe itwle do
believe it." And he said to them : "It is right thehat we should leave him inhis tomb like otheaidie
men." And he summoned Joseph and Nicodemus artotieeand saidto them : " Shroud him with
these wrappings as before.” And the Jews shouit®é: do notaccept Joseph, and Nicodemus has 2 no
portion with us, because his 3 portion is with 3¢#nd Pilate said : "I have greater right." 'Thhay
took the wrappings that belonged to the Lord Jasaisshrouded 5 the body of thatdead man with
them. And Pilate and his soldiers lifted it andgela it in the tomb in which Jesuslay. And he ordere
the people to place the stone at the entranceedbthb as they had done inthe case of Jesus. Then
Pilate stretched his hands and prayed at the ddbe®epulchre and saidthus :"I implore you to;@y
Lord Jesus. You are the resurrection and thethiegiver of life to alland to the dead. | belidghat

you rose again as you appeared to me. Do not joeiged myLord, because | am doing this. | have not
done it from fear of the Jews, nor to test youuresction. O my Lord, | have confidence in your dsr
and in the miracles which you havewrought. Yoularag because you raised many dead men. Now,
>0 my Lord, donot be angry with me because | placéateign corpse in the place in which lay your
body. | didthis to put to shame and confusion theke deny your resurrection. To them belong shame
andconfusion for ever and ever, and to you aregthwy and honour from the mouth of your
servantPilate for ever and for ever and ever."WpPigtte recited this prayer with outstretched haatds
the tomb, a voice came from the deadman sayir@ iy lord Pilate, open to me the door of the tomb
in order that | may come out. lwas the first tompiee door | of Paradise. Lift the stone, O my lord
Pilate, so that | may comeout by the power of mydL&esus Christ who rose from the dead."
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And Pilate shouted with jubilation on account c# foy and happiness which filled his heart andhis
soul, to such an extent that the rocks echoeddieevAnd he then ordered the people thatwere
standing to lift the stone from the door of the bprand im- mediately the dead man cameout walking,
and he bowed before Pilate, the Governor. As tad#ves who were present, theywere seized with
panic, shame, and confusion, and ran away waikegesly from their fear of the Governor.And Pilate
ordered all the soldiers to pursue the Jews aitcegtrem with the swords which theywere holding,
and they wounded many of them. Then Pilate turog¢td dead man and said tohim : " O my son, who
raised you in this short time ? It is only in cdssus was with you thatHe would have been able to
raise you so quickly." And the dead man " saidito h" Did younot see the great light that shone ?
The Lord Jesus raised me while you were prayind,spoketo me saying, ' Tell my beloved Pilate to
fight for my resurrection because | have decideghpoint him his portion in Paradise 3 as | appainte
to you. It is imperative that they shouldcondenm las they have condemned me, before they take off
his head.' 'And Pilate said to him : " From wheneyou, 4 and who threw you in this well ? " And
therobber replied, saying : " | am the robber whe heen crucified at His right. | have beendeemed
worthy of all favours and gifts before my Lord Jesthrist because of the fewcomforting words that |
uttered while He was on the wood of the cross.d the first one to risefrom the tomb of Jesus, O my
lord Pilate, and as you opened to me the door sfsdpulchre, soHe opened to me the door of
Paradise. | recognise this high perfume as itamfthe tree of lifewhich my soul is enjoying."Atth
moment | Gamaliel followed the crowd and my fath#wseph and Nicodemus, becausefear did not
allow the Apostles to come to the sepulchre andess what happened to Him.They were hiding in
every place from fear of the Jews. I, Gamaliel kedlwith the crowds andwitnessed all what happened
in the tomb of my Lord Jesus, 1 and the great filgat Pilateundertook against the High Priestsh@ w
returned to town with haste, pressing against astban on account of His resurrection from the dead,
while Pilate was hold- ing the wrappingson his arArgd the multitudes wished to see those men who
had come to town on the occasionof the feast oPtmsover from every district and from every
tribe.Then Pilate repaired to the house of the HAghlst along with the crowd, and they demolished
itand plundered all what he 3 had. And Pilate saithe centurion : " O my brother, 4 you sawwith
your own eyes and heard (with your own ears) teatgnumber of people who believed inJesus Christ
on account of the resplendent miracles witnesssalla} the wicked and accursedJews, who did not
believe."Let us here end the discourse on the Viagid her sweet wailing, and on the death
andresurrection of her Son from the dead. Thesed@ydave been written by Gamaliel and
Nicodemus, the venerable chiefs, and they placexh ih Jerusalem, the holy city, and in all
thedistricts that surround it, by the grace ane 6vwf our Lord and God Jesus Christ to whom aredue
glory, power, and honour for ever and ever. Amen.
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Here ends this great discourse. May God have mgyoi the scribe, the reader, the attentivehearers,
and all the believers ! Amen. Amen. Amen.

MARTYRDOM OF PILATE

In the name of the Father, of the Son, and of tbky IBhost, we will begin with the help andassistanc
of God to write the history 3 of Pilate, the Gowarof the City of Jerusalem. 4 Mayhis prayers béawi
the children of baptism. Amen.A treatise composgthle holy Cyriacus, 1 bishop of the town of
Bahnasa, 2 on the resurrectionof our Lord fromdidad, and on the tribulations undergone by Pontius
3 Pilate in the holy city,at the time of the crixddn. In it he makes mention also of Joseph of
Arimathaea and Nicodemus, the venerable chiefspétite persecution suffered by Pilate at the hand
of theJews for the name of Christ to whom be ghorgt worship and of the torments inflicted on him
by Herod before he was sent by the latter to thedpelis, the great city of Rome, where hishead was
cut off and his martyrdom completed.* The storyoisl as found in the copy written by Gamaliel and
Horus, 5 the good, pious, and respectable teaahatkthings dealing withGod. They wrote it, besau
they were present with Joseph and Nicodemus amekgged theordeals of Christ which became the
source of our life, and His glorious resurrectidhey relatedthat they wrote this martyrdom 6 atter
prodigies and miracles that took place in the taihbur Saviour, Jesus Christ, consequent upon His
resurrection from the dead, and at the end of tkhmations and intrigues of the wicked Jews. May
the peace of God be with us. Amen.When our Lordsl&hrist was crucified in the place called
Kranion? which being interpretedmeans a row ofesamnd it is the Golgotha 1 the venerable chiefs
Joseph and Nicoderaus got possession of His batiplaned it in a new tomb. The Virgin Mary began
then to weep and toshow a keen desire to go twthb of her Son, but she could not do so from fear
of the Jews, because it was the Sabbath Day, viviichvs Friday, and in it no one was allowed to
proceedanywhere or to undertake any work. Whemihiing of Sunday arrived Mary took with her
other women ' who carried with them sweet spicesprfumes with which to anoint the tombof the
Saviour. And Mary 3 preceded the other women whioved her to the sepulchre earlyin the
morning.When she 4 reached the sepulchre she finerstone rolled away from it, and while in a state
of amazement, she looked into the place in whighha body of Jesus, but did not find it ; shefound
however, the linen clothes lying there, and thekimathat was over the head separatedfrom the linen
clothes and wrapped together in a place by itS&lé saw also two angels in whitesitting, the ortbeat
head and the other at the feet. 3While she wasingspe turned herself back and saw the Saviour
standing, and He said toher : ' Woman, why areweeping ? " She, supposing Him to be the gardener
answered Himsaying : " Sir, if you have borne Hiemte tell me where you have laid Him, and | will
go andtake Him away. And the Saviour said to e Mary." And she answered and said " Rabboni "
-which is to say My Master.

"You rose, O my Son and my God, and your resugeéimagnificent, because you rose and granted
salvation to the human kind, but O my Son and myGadh amazed at your having allowed | these
wicked people to inflict on you all thesesufferingdnd the Saviour said to her, " | have already to
you all this before it happened.”
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And when His mother heard what He said to her agérdained that it was He, she rejoiced andwished
ardently to go near Him and worship Him. She waead so overjoyed that she thoughtshe was
dreaming. But He said to her : " Do not come near Mecause | have not gone yet toMy Father. This
is the reason why no corporeal being is able toagmh Me and touch Me. Goyou rather to My
brethren and announce to them this joy which yorehatnessed, andtell them to go to Galilee where
they shall see Me. 2 Lo, | have told you." ThenWirgin Mary began to ask the Saviour, her Son-con
cerning the events that took place at the hantlsesficked Jews on the day of the Crucifixion, when
He was hanging on the wood of the Cross andshestaading near Him and weeping, and He
explained to her all the events that she hadwigtesme by one.She said to Him : " O my beloved
Son, O Life of my spirit and Master of my soul dmatly, whydid you cry and say on the wood of the
Cross, ' Eloi, Eloi, why hast thou forsaken me&Ahdalso, ' Scripture is fulfilled,’ and also tlfer,

into Thy hands | commend my spirit." " 4 And Heaased and said to her : " O my beloved mother, |
cried to the Father with a sigh, like an onlySomite Father, and asked Him to allow Me to die, 5 in
order to redeem with My death thedeath of Adam wisomhad killed and whom the sentence of death
had cast into Hades. Yes, Omother, | cried to titedr and implored Him to look upon My humiliation
and have pity onAdam and grant him another grand.when | remembered his hunger and thirst |
said, 'lthirst,’ 6 and asked the Father on his Ibéhguench his thirst from the water of the etdrn
life.When my side was pierced with a spear, 7 athidhhk the cup 8 which all men are bound todrink, |
asked the Father that on the day of my rising ftloendead | might raise Adam from thedeath of sin,
since | was pierced in my side because of him."yOmother, the hierarchies of Heaven scoffed at
Adam and complained about him to theFather sayildiyjthis happened to your only Son because of
an earthly man on whom you breathed the breatifieofThe Father, however, rebuked them and said
This is the creation of my hand and | love Him mibvan you.' Hades complained | about him to Me
and said, ' Let mecast him into the bottom of tinélput | rebuked it and said ' Shut up your moymh
will no more rise and seize Adam and cast him iheodepths. He does not deserve now to be with you
for one single hour. | came now to break up andsényaur doors and throw you tothe lowest depths,
and to raise Adam to the heights.” The tormeraimgels of Hell whose habit is to turn towards the
west began then to vociferate,and they kindled fivhich they inflamed with pitch and sulphur and
shouted concerning thesin of Adam and said : usedestroy him and throw him to the great suffesing
of the fire of Hell." Further, when they heard noneersation with him at the time | was lifted oe th
wood of the Cross and my saying to him : ' O Adans, for your sake that all this has happened & m
'they cried and said, ' Deliver him into our hargils,and we will do to him what he rightlydeseryves

and we will destroy him as if he had never existectbuked them, however, andsternly reproved
them, and | disclosed to them the fact that | hehexl My precious blood for him so that | might save
him and give him a share in My Kingdom." O my matheemembered the sadness and sorrowfulness
that fell to the lot of Paradise. Irecalled, O mgthrer, the mournfulness of Paradise and the fattith
was empty from the time
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in which Adam was driven out of it. Through My Piassand My Cruci- fixion | meant torestore Adam
to Paradise. Did you not know, then, O my mothdry Wremained nine months inyour womb, and do
you not understand the cause of my coming intovileidd ? Did you notknow that the events about
which the ancient prophets have prophesied haak®place ? Didyou not realise that all this had to
happen and that | had to deliver the rest of tipiwas fromthe hands of the enemy, and bring them o
of the prison of Hades ?" | suffered all what | didfer in order to elevate the elect to the heigtfit
Heaven. linterceded with the Father on their bemmaif only by words but by the shedding of My blood
onthe Cross before you, 1 in order to deliver tlaev Adam their father from the evilconsequences of
his transgression. | do not hold him, thereforspomsible for the blasphemiesuttered against Me for
his sins, nor answerable for My thirst, for thevenoof thorns which was placed on my head, for the
hanging of my body on the wood of the Cross, amdhfe deathwhich | accepted for him. On the
contrary | asked the Father to forgive him all $iiss. Have patience, O my mother, and | will agk th
Father to tear up the written document of theshpeéAdam. O my mother, what would be the utility
of this shedding of My blood on theearth if | diot maise this body to Heaven ? In this day the
heavenly beings will be reconciledwith the ternestones. Go now, in joy, O my mother, because |
rose from the dead. | havedemolished the wall ditpmns 2 of Hades, and | have opened the door of
Paradise for the thief at My right. | have alsormgetthe door of Heaven before the angels 3 and they
flappedtheir wings, the archangels girded themdawith their shining and majestic girdles, the
heavenly powers danced with hymns and canticlesCtierubim 4 and Seraphim began their
glorifications, the Dominions desired to contemglattensely the glory of My divinity, and theThrene
stood before the Throne."This is what the Saviold His mother near the door of the tomb by way of
consolation. Hefurther said to her : " No corpomaah can touch Me because | am clad in an
imperishablegarment and immortal robe, till theetim which | shall ascend to My Father."When He
uttered these words He disappeared from her sightecommended her to tell Hisdisciples to go to
Galilee where they would see Him. When the womé&mrmned and narrated tothe disciples the words
which they had heard from the Saviour, they didb®ieve them, butfear did not allow them to show
themselves to anyone until they repaired to Galildeen Pilate noticed all the miracles and prodigies
that emanated from the tomb of the Saviour,he wehts house and prepared a great banquet for the
poor and the needy on account of the joy that lpemsnced at the resurrection of the Saviour ; this
was even more so in the case of Procula/ his Wwéeause she loved the Saviour intensely on account
of what she had seen in her dream concerning Hira.had already made preparations to go and see
the tomb in which theSaviour was placed in ordexdoship Him and know the precise spot in which
His body waslaid. A company of Jews, however, becaagnisant of her plan and went and
apprisedtheir chiefs and told them that the wif@itdite was in that very night proceeding to the
tomb.These wicked people circulated the news anttoeigselves, and after a conference, decided tolie
in wait for her in order to seize her and kill Rala
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They, therefore, summoned Barnaban, 2 the robbdrsaid to him : " We do not need to remindyou of
all the benefactions which we have showered on Waiset you free and delivered youfrom prison
against the wish of the Governor, and we crucifiesus of Nazareth in your place.We want you now to
accompany us to-night to the tomb of Jesus ana@ todr best for us. Ithas come to our knowledge
that that wicked foreigner, called Pilate, wishegd with his wifeand his children to the tomb e$us

in order to worship Him. We will lie in wait for @m andyou will help us to kill them, destroy Pilate
and plunder their possessions."The affair appdal&hrnaban and pleased him exceedingly. He
desired to possess somethingas he had come ousof @ pauper and a mendicant. When he heard,
therefore, of possessionsto plunder he was glaauseche loved gold and silver. He was the brother o
the w*ife of Judas who is from the wicked and peseestock. 3 The wife of Barnaban, the sister of
Judas,used to urge her husband to ask his Mastantervene and deliver her brother from
prison.Judas asked this several times of the Sgawido, however, did not pay any heed to his
sayingand neglected it, because He was aware dfttvanan was going to be. When the sister
noticed that He did not speak on behalf of herHagtshe forsook Him completely. This wasalso on
account of what her husband used to steal frorbdige 2 She began then to pay visits tothe wives of
the priests and incite them to crucify the Savisfter this the wicked company of the Jews resoliced
kill Pilate with his wife and his childrenand tauplder his possessions. When | Gamaliel learned the
conspiracy of these wicked people Idid not nedleetmatter, but | hastened to Joseph of Arimathaea,
who had shrouded the body of the Saviour, andcdalgd to him the conspiracy of the Jews and their
evil plot. When he heardit he hastened to the canuditinformed Pilate, the Governor, of what theslew
had plotted andwere about to do to him. WhereuplatePsummoned a com- pany of his troops and
revealed tothem what had taken place ; and henrddralso the sentinels of the town and told them to
beon their guard.Then the God-loving Procula, wif@ilate, arose in the night, took with her her
maid- servants,her ladies-in-waiting and a numb@rigate attendants 3 and proceeded to the tomb of
theSaviour. She worshipped in the tomb and spreatiamd also on the wood of the holy Cross
perfumes of high value and sweet spices of exgussient. She then lit up many lamps in thetomb and
burned much incense therein. While they were standear the tomb the servantsof the Jewish priests
and a band of men and officers 4 with attendamis,aagreat company fromthe party of the eldersearos
and proceeded with the robber Barnaban to the taftie Saviour and to the spot where the
womenfolk of Pilate were praying. Then the sold&®ilate sprangon them with swords, spears and
stones, put them to the sword, 5 seized the raBaeraban, bound him with fetters and brought him to
Pilate.When Pilate saw him he asked him : " Are rmurobber Barnaban whom | released from
prison, and instead of whose blood we shed innddeotd ? That innocent blood which we
haveunjustly shed will not fail to wreak vengeanoghe one who acted towards him in an
iniquitousway. To-day will redound on you all thaletheft, robbery by violence, and homicide
whichyou have perpetrated in this town, the intaatig of which chose to release you and ransom
youwith the blood of Jesus. Now, O wretched anceraisle one, God will show His justice

towardsyou to-day. O robber, the shedding of teedlof Jesus with which they ransomed your own
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blood will not be slow in avenging itself on yo'hen Pilate ordered that they should takeBarnaban
to the place where the Saviour was crucified, i@y should crucify him there headdown- wards, that
they should pierce him with a spear before he expithat they should break the bones of his legs in
order that he might die quickly, on account oftia#f untruthfulness told by his people. The soldurs
Pilate took him, did with him what Pilate had omld&rand killedhim, 1 five days ' after the resulicec

of the Saviour.When this took place the Jewish fgebpcame incensed against Pilate and began to say
to oneanother : " Comrades, Barnaban 3 has goneusoand Pilate is left. Come, let us write a
reportabout Pilate from King Herod to the Emperiefius Caesar, and ask him to kill him for us ;
wewill give three talents 4 of gold to Herod in erdhat he may help us to murder him." ManyJews,
then, men and women, tore up their clothings, thaisiaes on their heads, and repaired toKing Herod in
Galilee. They began to vociferate, and their clamreached such a pitch that thetown was in a sfate
commotion. They shouted and said : " How is it thathave no king to-day except Pilate the foreigner
who is from the land of Egypt ? 5 And they clamabiaad said :" He has thwarted and despised the
injunctions of the King, changed our habits anda@ms, anddestroyed the laws of our fathers in
conjunction with Joseph and Nicodemus. How isat il power has gone from Herod ? We ask your
Majesty as our King, to deliver us from him. 1 Helkéled Barnaban whom you had ordered to be
released from prison on account of his courageataly in his fight for the King and in his endeawou
to defeat the King's enemies. He did allthis withoansulting the King and on the advice of Joseph
and Nicodemus. Now you are competent to judge ktwe and him and to write and inform the
Emperor Caesar of his affair and of all that hetdids for the sake of Jesus of Nazareth."Herod
became then incensed against Pilate and wrote abaunhany lying things which he sentto Tiberius
Caesar, and despatched with his report men ofstagiding among the Jews in order to render his
report more effective. It happened that the lettéiderod preceded those of Pilate by one day. The
Jews read them to the Emperor with all the slandedsiniquitous testimonieswhich they contained,
and asked him to kill Pilate and his confederdtethe morning the lettersof Pilate reached the
Emperor, 2 and in them was an account of all teelsl®f Jesus, Hiscrucifixion, His death, His
resurrection from the dead, the quaking of thehe#ne eclipse of thesun, and the destruction®f th
idols and their falling from their thrones on theydf Hiscrucifixion.When the Emperor Tiberius read
and heard what the Jews had done to the Saviddisetucifixion, he wept on account of the deep
sorrow that he felt ; and when he reached the pragkich were the names of the heads of the Jews
who were the cause of the cruci- fixion of Jesufjad that some of them were among those who had
come to him in order to vent their grievances alflate. He, therefore, summoned them before him
and said to them : " O chiefsof iniquity, herehs tetter of Pilate, and he is testifying agairai yhat it
was you whocrucified Jesus of Nazareth. 1 will omiav that none of you be left alive in the world
onaccount of your cruel deeds to Jesus. He ord#rerkfore, that they should be killed andtheiriesd
be hung on the heights that surmounted the gaté® ality. Then he sent amessenger after Pilate and
summoned him before him in order that he mighthet the truthconcerning the miracles that
emanated from the tomb of the Saviour.
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When the messenger of the Emperor reached Jerydakemhiefs of the Jews assembled andwent to
Herod, and apprised him of the arrival of the megse of the Emperor for the purposeof summoning
Pilate, Joseph and Nicodemus. They spoke to hinofaiheir spite and jealousyand told him that they
would bribe the messenger if he would kill Pildiat he said to them thathe was unable to do so
without the sanction of the Emperor. In the morntegod came toJerusalem to have a word with
Pilate on the affair. When Pilate heard this hetweris wife andsaid to her : " O my sister Pragul
arise and hide in a place on account of what Hexgaing to do to me. The mob, the heads of the
Jewish people and the messenger of the Emperordoave. | do not know if they have come to take
off my head or to torment me for the sake of thei@a. Arise you, take your children and go out of
this town. Watch, how- ever, over my body if theg hent on taking off my head. Give silver to the
soldiers and redeem my body fromthem, shroud @,@ace it near the tomb of my Lord Jesus in order
that His grace may overtakeme. Do this even if lyave to give all my possessions for the
purpose."When his wife heard these words she toileeu garments, and began to pluck the hair of her
head, saying, " What are these words you are ngteéo me, my lord Pilate. Have | not sufficientrpai
in my heart on account of what you did with Jesusrucifying Him ? To tell you the truth,O brother,
you have comforted my heart to-day in apprisingaingour possible death. If Goddid not spare His
only Son but delivered Him up for us, 2 neitheot gou will flee from deathfor Him. What utility

shall we have from our nation ? | O brother, if youe me more than youlove Him, it is blameworthy.
God knows that we are both of us one body, andeagisvnotseparate from each other in this world,
neither we nor our children should be separate@tieérom the other in the Kingdom of
Heaven."While Procula, the wife of Pilate, was sgythis, the troops came and surrounded him and
took him to the court of Herod, in the presencéhefmessenger of the Emperor, who said : " Are
youPilate who said ' There is no hand over my HaBdHow did you kill this Jesus withoutconsulting
the Emperor ? " Pilate did not give him any anstwehis question but only said : "My lord, if these
have had so little fear of God as to crucify Hitolbed Son, | am prepared todie for His holy name, |
have faith that if | die for His name | shall possé¢he eternal life, andyou will not impede me fridia
glory." The Jewish people said then to the messesigheEmperor : " What is the utility of speaking
to him while he insults you in the Coptic langu&g8mmediately after (the envoy of the Emperor)
gave orders that he should be stripped of hiscipttiat a napkin should be tied round his loing, an
that he should be flagellated with arough whip.ddeincited them to flog him well, and the Jewish
people said : " O Pilateall the sufferings youictéd on Barnaban have now come back on your own
head. You pridedyourself and said that you wereabeernor, and the Emperor. Now no power of any
kindremains to you in the city of Jerusalem." Rilabre with patience this taunt while he was
beingflogged with the whip, and his innocent bldloaved profusely on the ground before them
likeflowing water.Then his wife Procula hastened aame to him and began to urge and encourage
him, saying, "O martyr, O my brother Pilate, howish to die with the death with which you will die

" TheJews seized her immediately with her hair #unelw her before her husband in order to
intensifyhis affront and indignity. 1 The holy Puba, however, was jubilant in her heart and began t
say
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" O my brother Pilate, the beginning of this ffinour that came to me 1 offer to Christ and $oHi
holy name."

The Jews then said to Pilate : " Know that thisiglument which is inflicted on you is not for whatuy
have done to Jesus of Nazareth, but for your munglef Barnaban." And he repliedto them : " Would
that | could be found worthy to be crucified witty nvife and children for thename of Jesus, and that
He could be left alive to me ; but | believe, ratham sure of the fact,that He is alive and thathas
eternal life, which He imparts to all believersHm." The Jewsanswered Him and said : " O Pilate,
your life is like His life and your lot is simildo His lot."And he said : " Amen. My life is withik,

and His judgment will be on you and your childrenThe Jews then sprang upon him, and some of
them slapped him, some others struck him on the, faed some others insulted him and reviled him
saying : " We will not release youuntil you die thie wood like your God Jesus."When the messenger
of the Emperor noticed the intensity of their hdtagainst him he took himfrom their hands and &aid
them : ' The Emperor has not permitted me to dg tior has heordered me to torture him and to kill
him, until I have brought him before him." The Jdwsvever, satisfied him with much money and said
to him : " Kill him and his affair will notreach ¢hears of the Emperor.” And they asked him to give
them permission to drag him in thestreets of tkentbound with fetters and accompanied by his bare-
headed wife ; and this wasgranted to them. Howlbittas the weeping in Jerusalem, when people saw
Pilate and his wifewith their hands bound withdestbehind their back and dragged in the streets,
while the Jewswere applauding and saying : " Thige the crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth ! " \idhe
thehirelings were tired of the work of draggingytiterew them in prison while still bound with
ironfetters, but beaming with joy.Then the falsén@sses and teachers of error sat and wrote mesy li
about Pilate, saying : "This is Pilate who saithére is no hand over my hand and no other kinglbes
me." This isPilate who ab- rogated our prescrigidrhnis is the one who demolished our syna- gogues,
inwhich people read the law and the commandmehis.i$ the one who killed the
indomitableBarnaban." When they wrote this theydmetp bring accusations against Joseph and
Nicodemus,and they brought them bound with fetteefore Herod, as they had done with Pilate.
Heordered them to be flogged and their possespionsiered, like Pilate's, and they were so
muchweakened by scourg- ing and so impoverishddhbg resembled Job at the time of his
poverty.Then the iniquitous Jews sat and conspagéther to burn the tomb of the Saviour on
accountof the prodigies and miracles that they esaanating from it, and they asked for the wood of
thecross to be burnt likewise. Joseph, howevertdiaeh it and placed it in a hidden place in
thesepulchre. The Jews, therefore, brought fireklwthey kindled round the sepulchre, but it did
noharm of any kind to it, nor did it reach it ; aldhide their shame, they hid ' the entrance of
thesepulchre and placed a stone over it in orggmb one might penetrate into it. The Jews did
allthis.When Pilate and his wife, and Joseph arm&&mus, were in prison, Herod asked
themessenger of the Emperor to empower him to 3eseph and Nicodemus to their own town andto
kill them therein, but the messenger of the Empédidmnot allow him to do so. Then the Jews
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asked Herod to secure for them from the mes- sesfghe Emperor a permit which wouldallow them
to crucify Pilate like his Master, and when theipbd him with much money hedelivered Pilate to
them in order that they might crucify him and kilim.While they had conspired thus to kill Pilatetwi
his wife and his children, lo, the keepers of thegn came to Pilate shaking and trembling. They
began to implore the messenger of theEmperor, gayi® our lord the Vizier, either do with Pilate
what you have intended to dowith him, or take hwagp from us. 1 From the time you have ordered
him to be imprisonedwith his wife, they have noedeft alone, but a spiritual man is constantlghwi
them, whoselight is more dazzling even than thahefsun. We saw him com- ing down from Heaven
andembracing them, after which the fetters andidésaevith which they were bound were torn up,and
their iron melted like water from their feet ; foetr, the column to which they were tied bentdowt an
worshipped that spiritual being, and it is even nowhat bent state, inclining to theground."Thieeyt
asked them and said : ' What is the descriptidghatfman ?" And they answered : "He is a Galilean b
appear- ance, and his hair is beautiful and flovimgurls round him." Hespoke at a great lengthhwit
Pilate and his wife, and said to him, ' O Pilaty ghall be crucifiedon the wood of the Cross fke

and they shall place a crown of thorns on your Héadne, but they will not be able to kill you leer
they will take you to the Emperor Tiberius, befoh®m you will stand and who will order you to be
crucified a second time.' They were alsohaving mnotimate con- versation with each other."When
the Jews heard these words from the gaolers amsmtiear seized them and their hearts palpitated.
They began to say to one another : " Even if thiy& and kill our children we willkill and crugyf
Pilate." Then Herod enjoined the gaolers not tea¢phese words beforeanybody else until Pilate was
killed. When Pilate heard these words he was grggtased.Meanwhile the Jews advanced much
silver to the messenger of the Emperor and it angalitosuch a quantity that it carried convictiamg a
he allowed them to crucify him. Then they rusheslilkad dogs to the gaol in order to take him out and
crucify him. 3 When they entered the gaolthey fobimd smiling and joyful, while the fetters were
loosed from him and from his wife, andthe columrs\weaning towards the ground like a tree bent by
the force of the wind.The Jews took then Pilate lasdvife and brought them to the open court. They
stripped him of his garments, tied a napkin rouisdaraist to cover his nudity, and began to march
them throughall the city until they reached thetsploere they had crucified the two malefactors, and
theycrucified him there.God, however, who is fulheercy, inculcated forgetfulness into the mind of
the Jews so thatnone of them stretched an evil teamards the wife of Pilate. Indeed, she was
standing near him urging and encouraging him, sayinO my brother Pilate, remember the One
whocomforted you and came to you in this very nigmdure and bear your tribulations for Hisname."
And when they were intend- ing to lift him on thess, they remembered the Cross of the Saviour, and
for this they immediately opened the sepulchretan# the wood
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of the cross and crucified Pilate on it. They fast&him tightly on it with nails, placed on hishead
crown of thorns, arrayed him in a purple garmerand began to pierce his side with aspear while
shouting and saying : "* O Pilate, disciple of 3estiNazareth, if your Master hasrisen from theddea
come down from the cross, and we will believe imHi2The blessed Pilate began to pray while
hanging on the cross, and said : " O my Lord, Jehaslluted your holy cross by the hanging of my
body on it, because it is a pure wood and my boalyisnpure body ; your blood is an innocent blood,
and my blood 3 is carnal. | do not weepnow, O mydl.because | have been crucified for your name,
but | weep because | have defiledand polluted yaly cross. | do not sigh, O my Lord, for help, but
shed tears because youhave borne all these sgBdanus sinners. | do not weep, O my Lord,
because they havecrucified me. 4 Have pity on mr;, ginning servant, who has been lifted up on
your holycross, as | am not worthy of all thesedsigs. | do not sigh because of my nudity, but |
Weepfor your deep humility andi self-effacementdw | ask you, O my Lord Jesus Christ, not in
myown name, but for the glory of your Majesty ahd honour of your Cross, to grant rest " and
ahappy lot to my poor soul. Grant rest to me, \gmiwvant Pilate, to your maidservant Procula,and to
my children, in the day in which you will come tadge the world." |This is what Pilate said, and his
God-loving wife Procula approached him, kissedés whilehe was hanging on the wood of the
cross, and said : " Why are you weeping on the wadddeCross ? You are ahead of us in sitting lgefor
the throne of the Judge. You are ahead of us itatigtyour lamp at the wedding of your Lord Jesus
Christ. You are ahead of us, O my brother Pilaitdying in the banquet of a thousand years." Yau ar
ahead of us in wearing the diadem of the king endignified law court of Judgment. Blessed are you,
O Pilate, for having been liftedup on the woodha tross, and this lifting will make you worthy of
sitting in the Kingdom of Heaven."This is what thlessed Procula said under the cross, while ai eye
were gazing at her. Shefurther said : " You haeeg@ded us and sat before the throne of judgment.
Now you have lityour lamps in the wedding of youadfer.” And the Jews began to rail and scoff at
her and atPilate. Then two crowns came down fromvide, equal to each other in glory and majesty,
anda voice from Heaven was heard saying : " Knowjl&e and Procula, that you will be
crownedwith these two crowns that came down tofymm Heaven, because of the sufferings you
have borne for your God and your great faith in Hilthen the two crowns disappeared andwent up to
Heaven.When the multitudes noticed this miracley thastened and brought down Pilate from the
crossalive, then they heated water for him and e@sins body with it, after which they put on himhis
garments, and brought him and his wife Procul&aéomessenger of the Emperor and said :"If the
Emperor has sent you to destroy this city, listethe cruel Herod. 3 You do not know hisgreat cogni
and machinations. He became jealous of his bratibek, his wifeHerodia from him and killed him

with hunger and thirst, through the hatred andltyukat arein him. Do you not see what he didchia t
city in these days ? He killed a just man becaf@is$gsown sympathy with the Jews and God wishes to
destroy us all because of him. What advantagewdi eome to Jerusalem if you allowed Pilate, its
Governor, to be murdered in it. Truth to telliHsrod that deserves death instead of Pilate. If the
Emperor was aware of the deeds of Herod
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he would not have empowered him to rule over thisand torment Pilate and his wife. 1 After aléth
affairs of the city are in the hands of the Empesod Herod has neither a word to say inthe matter,
power and jurisdiction of any kind over us.When W&er heard these words from the multitude he
was pleased with them, and hereleased Pilatehatiad brought his case before the Emperor. Now
the Emperor had an onlyson whom he loved tendedserthan all his kingdom. It happened that the
boy went into a bathto wash, 2 and an evil spirieeed there into him, strangled him and threw tam
the grounddead. His father and mother came theémtavith intense grief, in order to take him and
buryhim, and they buried him near them and wailedi\@ept over him night and day for threecomplete
months. One day when the Emperor was sitting wagdind weeping over the loss of his son, his wife
came down to him, bowed before him and said to:Hif® my lord, we havehad much sorrow and our
bereavement has affected our brain." And the Enmgeaid to her : "And how has our brain been
affected ? " And she replied to him and said :th@lord, | recalledthat some time ago the inhal#an
of Jerusalem sent to you a letter concerning aicedesus of Nazareth 3 whom the Jews had crdcifie
and they reported that He had raised dead menkidieas alive. And Pilate also, the Governor of the
town, wrote to you a letter in which heregistered miracles and prodigies which He had wrought. He
told us that He had raised up thedead, healedriiy@es : and the sick, opened the eyes of thalblin
and the ears of the deaf. Hefurther added that nmaracles and prodigies were taking place even now
at His tomb. This isthe reason why | said that weehbeen stupid, that we have been struck with
forgetfulness andour brain has been affected. thdée/e had sent our son, when he died, to Hidhtom
he wouldhave been alive now."When the Emperor hieeske words he rose from his forgetful- ness
and remained for a longtime in a state of confusmeditating over the words of his wife. Then he
immediatelyummoned his faithful servants ~ and edithem to fill vessels with gifts to be sent
toJerusalem. He also despatched brave and cousagezuto the tomb of his son, which theyopened
and from which they took the coffin that contairied body and brought it to the father.When he saw
that all the flesh of his limbs had suffered puaction and disappeared and thatnothing was laft fro
his body but the bones, he and his wife wept Iytter a long time. Thenhe took ink, pen and pagyru
3 and wrote as follows :' Tiberius the Emperorhaf eéarth and the servant of the King of Heaven asks
you and imploresyour love, O my Lord Jesus Chwsipm | do not know at all, whom | did not
perceive, and towhom | have never had the honaditreworth to speak. A man named Pilate bore
witness tothe miracles which you wrought, and reggbthat you rose from the dead, and | believed
hiswords ; he told me that you gave sight to thedbland | believed this about you ; he mentionedto
me that you made wine out of water, and | did raatld it from you ; he wrote also to me thatyou
raised from the dead a man called Lazarus four dtgs he had died, and | becameconvinced in my
mind that you had done it. He also testified and 8@t the miracles whichyou wrought, the tomb in
which your body is laid was also working them. li&ed in you andwas con- vinced that you are the
Son of God. As you are in heaven so also you ate@earthand in the tomb. Now, O my Lord, have
pity on the weakness of your servant Tiberius ;maer him with your grace, and have mercy on the
wretchedness of Caesar, my son and
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your servant, whom | have sent to your tomb. Ghamtlife, O my Lord and my God. 1 | heardthat

you were the resurrection and the life " to all dead from Adam till now. | believed thatyou have
suffered pains in order to deliver the sons of finem the hands of the enemy. If youwill, let your

grace overtake me. 3 Amen."After the Emperor hattewrthis letter he sealed and sent it to his
messenger in Jerusalem. Healso said to his faislefwiants : 4 " Inform yourselves about the tomb of
Jesus whom the Jewshave crucified, in which thagega His body and from which He rose the third
day, and lay the body of my son in it. | have faitht my son whom | am sending dead in a coffin to
Jerusalemwill come back to me alive.” And they digzhand reached Jerusalem with the letter of
theEmperor and the dead body of his son, accompéryi¢housands of attendants, female servantsand
male servants ; and they went to Herod and to #&senger of the Emperor.At that time Pilate and his
wife were in prison. In the night the Lord Jesusi§€rappeared tothem a second time and said ttePila

: " Peace be with you, O Pilate ! Peace be with youwhose name was the first to be pronounced by
the Father's mouth of life. 5 It is inevitable f@i should be judged in the court of the Emperor
Tiberius. 6 Now is the word of the Father fulfilldzecause | stood before you and you sat and judged
me. Be not grieved, O Pilate, because they hawafigd you for me, since this has saved you from
your sin and from the actof your scoffing at meuYmve been flagellated, O Pilate, in order that yo
might be redeemedof the sin of my flagellation, athyou ordered. Your blood has been shed, O Pilate,
in order that you might be purified from the sintloé shedding of my blood. You have been lifted up
onthe wood of the cross, O Pilate, in order that yoght be saved from the sin of your saying to(the
Jews) ' Take ye Him and crucify Him." 1 They hatrgopped you of your garments, O Pilate,in order
that you might be absolved from the sin of thepgirng of my garments. They have placed a crown of
thorns on your head, O Pilate, in order that yoghnbe saved from the punishment of the crown of
thorns that your soldiers placed on my head. Yo lieeen draggedin the streets of the town, O PRilate
in order that you might be saved from the sin ofaagryingof the cross which you ordered while ia th
seat of judgment. Everything that has happenedutis/éor the sole reason that you may be saved from
the sin of my death."As to your God-loving wife Pua, tell her not to grieve at the fact that thayk

her bare-headed, as my own mother Mary was renderedheaded in the town of Jerusalem on the
dayof my death. All the inhabitants of 'the earithwheir offerings and sacri- fices are not wadme

a single hair of my mother's head. O Pilate, telirywife Procula not to grieve at the fact thattbegk

her out of her palace and the inhabitants of tkteaw her bare-headed, as Mary, mymother, took me
also from country to country and from town to toamd experienced the painsof expatriation."" O
Pilate, as your wife Procula comforted you with tverds at the time of your crucifixion, somy

beloved mother comforted me with her words whitgak hanging on the wood of the crossand said to
me : 'l convey you peace, O my beloved Son, arid 6§ my eyes.' 3 Now, O Pilate,do not be afraid
because it is inevitable that you should enter amother fight for me near Tiberius Caesar, and fer

a sign for you to this effect : Caesar, the sothefEmperor, hasarrived here. His father sent l@re h
dead, out of his great faith. They will soon summonand deliver you from prison, take him to the
tomb in which my body was laid, and as | gave life
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to Lazarus and to the son of the widow in the t@ivNain, so | will give life to this boy becausdué
father's faith. Grow cheerful, O Pilate, and figgit my resurrection."The Saviour spoke these wtwods
Pilate and disappeared from his sight. When thewudint theson of the Emperor, and the vizier saw
that he was dead and that he was accompanied hgidecable army of soldiers, he and all the town of
Jerusalem were frightened, because they beliewadéhhad died on the way. They were terrified lest
the Emperor should order the townto be burnt anahitabitants destroyed, but when they perused the
letter of the Emperor theywere struck by the dethis humility and the greatness of his faith and
were much astonished.When Herod and the Jewish caityrheard this news they feared that the son
of the Emperor should rise and live again, and ttanspired with the guards who were keeping watch
over the body of the son of the Emperor, and gaemtmuch gold and silver in order that they
mightallow them to take his body stealthily andehitd; and the wicked community accomplishedwhat
they had conceived. 1When Pilate was freed frosoprfor the sake of placing the body of the son of
the Emperor inthe tomb of the Saviour, in compaith Moseph and Nicodemus, a Jew came by stealth
in thedarkness of the night and stole the bodhefson of the Emperor from the coffin, at
thecommand of Herod and of the priests. In the mgrwhen they sought the body of the son of the
Emperor and did not find it, all the city was throwto confusion, and the heads of the Jewsassemble
and went to the messenger of the Emperor and toidHat no one could have donethis but Pilate,
Joseph and Nicodemus.When the vizier heard thesgswhe took Joseph and Nicodemus and
scourged them, but noone laid harmful hands oneRiteecause, the people who had witnessed his
crucifixion hadnoticed the crowns that had come miénem heaven for him and his wife. While Joseph
and Nicodemus were bound with fetters and in thego@f Herod, Gabriel the head of the
angels,came down from heaven and extended his wiwgsthem, and all the place shone with
light,and he began to speak to them saying : " tre@mangel Gabriel who took the head of John
awayfrom the wicked Herod, the father of the prés@quitous king, and proclaimed his sin in allthe
world ; ] I will now destroy this wicked Herod, ahe will die of the pains and hunger whichhe will
experience, and vermin will breed in his body lke father. 2 As to you, O Joseph and Nicodemus,
here is what the Lord says : ' Your sufferings masle my sufferings ; you becamemartyrs, and I, too,
was a martyr.' It is | who delivered you from dastron at the hands of thewicked ones, and itnbd
enjoined the cloud to remove you, and deliveredngon their hands. It is, however, imperative, that
you should stand before the Emperor. As to the lwddlye son of the Emperor which the heads of the
Jews have concealed in order that theglory of tesCmight not be made manifest, | shall disclitse
hiding- place and bring it before the people."Tikigrhat the angel Gabriel told the venerable chiefs
Joseph and Nicodemus. And these two blessed onefosene, in secret, me Gamaliel, and narrated to
me what the angel had spokento them, becausewdhlk Gamaliel, was the disciple of these blessed
ones. 3 When | left theml noticed a great commoitioine town where people were saying to one
another that the coffincontaining the body of the sf the Emperor had been discovered in a Jewish
house,
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and that the reason for stealing the body wasdalpate Pilate and discredit the resurrection of ou
Lord. The news spread in all the town that Herodl hwe High Priests of the Jews hadconnived and
stolen the body of the son of the Emperor.In thamtiene the archangel Gabriel removed the body of
the son of the Emperor from the place in whichasvhidden, and brought it and placed it before the
vizier, and disappeared. Atthat very moment theeviwas incensed against Herod, and he threw an
arrow at him, whichcaused him much pain. His boadlworms, and he died from the intensity of his
pain. 1 As tothe Jews who had hidden the bodye&tn of the Emperor, their houses were burnt
together with their sons and daughters, and invilaig they died an ignominious death, more
ignominiousthan that of all men.The vizier tookrtilseph and Nicodemus from prison and handed to
them the body of the sonof the Emperor and hisrcotie handed also to them 2 the letter of the
Emperor, and they readit and were amazed at hdowishis deep humility and great faith. Then they
lifted their eyesto heaven and said : " O Lord @od, O resurrection of the living and the dead, enak
manifestyour power in the son of the Emperor Tileeand accept the supplications of his father
andhave pity on him as you had pity on the someftidow in the town of Nain. With your great
power raise his son alive in order that he mayifyigour holy name. Accept, O Lord, thestrong faith
of his father as you accepted the strong faith afyvand Martha and raised for themtheir brother
Lazarus. Have pity on him, O Lord Jesus Christ, @ndfort the heart of the father by the resuroecti
of the son ; give him life, and let your holy seghuke make him live again, inorder that his faitlyau
may be strengthened like the rest, and in orderhanay ascertainyour resurrection from the
dead."The blessed ones spoke these words oveoffireaf the son of the Emperor while dead ;
thenthey took him and placed him in the tomb of$lagiour, and adjusted the stone to the door of the
tomb. And the son of the Emperor remained four diayse tomb with a closeddoor, and they
experienced deep sorrow at his long stay in thétand at his not having risenquickly. On the fourth
day, however, he rose from the dead, the stonenastat the door of thetomb rolled away backwards,
and the guards, terrified at the sight, went ind&sPilate and began shouting and saying : " Come,
lord Pilate, and see how the son of theEmperor, wé®in the tomb of Jesus, has risen, and how the
stone rolled away without thehelp of a human hdpithte then bowed himself to the ground, together
with Joseph and Nicodemus, and worshippedin gogatthen they all of them with the vizier of the
Emperor and all the army repaired to thetomb ofSheiour, and they observed that Caesar, the son of
the Emperor, had risen and wassitting over | thHercm which his body lay. He appeared bewildered
with eyes fixed on theroyal garment which he waanwvgy. They cried to him, saying : " O Caesar,
come out withthe power of the One who raised yai.dur joy be perfect in this day as in the day in
which our Saviour rose from the dead." At that vexyment he jumped and came out of the tomb and
saton the stone. Then the vizier of his father aagined him, bowed down and worshipped beforehim
and said to him : " O my lord, what happened to god why are you in a state of stupefaction ? " And
he answered saying :
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"1 am bewildered at the greatness of the glonyglom and power of my Lord Jesus who raisedme
from the dead, and | do not see the like of Hirany one of the men that are standing here,'nor do |
see in them anything like His Majesty. His glorydtis Majesty are indeed great. Whatis the honour
of my father in com- parison with this King ? Tiesthe King of Kings, and Lordof Lords. What is the
diadem of my father in comparison with His gloryahe light of HisCross ? What are the sweet
scents of my father in comparison with the sublpegume thatexhales from this Jesus ? 3 All the
rulers of the earth cannot live after their deéatltthis powerful ruler, Jesus, has the power td.déo

one fears any king after he dies, but thisJesusg Kf Kings, all angels, human beings and demaas fe
His name, and the doors of helltremble from the#ad of Him. All the tormenting spirits who takesth
souls of the wicked ones, and who are more wickad the beasts of prey, dragons and vipers, | saw
thatthey were terrified when a voice came to thesmyjng : ' Jesus orders you to take up this saulfro
amongst you, because He wants it.' They did noHs®e but only heard the one who pronounced His
name." | was then taken forthwith out of the tortsen which | was lying, and He called me by
myname saying : " O Caesar, rise up ; | have giento your parents on account of their faith inMe,
and in order that they might fight for My resuriieat” Then He placed His cross on thecoffin in whic
| was lying, and my bones adhered to one anothdriray soul recognised its body. When my soul was
united to my body | experienced a great joy, bat fevertook meatfter that lest He should deliver me
again to them."This is what the son of the Empsadd while sitting on the stone that was placed on
the tomb of the Saviour. Then he asked those whe standing near him, saying : " What is the name
of this town ? " And they answered him : " Jerusalg Then he inquired about his father andmother,
and they informed him that they were alive and thay were in the Capital of theEmpire. After this
Pilate, Joseph and Nicodemus cried and said : Hanodiglory be to you, O our Lord Jesus Christ,
You who have revived dead bones and given lifaéséwho love You ! "When the vizier noticed what
had taken place, he went to a dung-heap and bedghroiv earthand ashes on his head in sign of the
deep sorrow that he felt at his treatment of Piet@ hiswife. Then he kissed the head of Pilate and
asked forgiveness from him and his companions, aptibitterly on the tomb of the Saviour on
account of the magnitude of the miracle that hagtigilace in the person of the dead man who was
now standing alive. Immediately after thevizier &edgo write a report to the Emperor, and informed
him that his son who was dead wasnow speakingo &md announced to him the great joy of the
resuscitation of his son Caesar,and his resurreftoon the dead. Then the vizier handed also papyru
2 to his master, the sonof the Emperor, and askeddwrite himself to his father, in his own
handwriting. And hewrote as follows :" | Caesan sd the Emperor Tiberius, was dead like the rést o
mankind, and my body wasdecomposed and becameirdinin grave, in which it lay for three
months. The greatness of your faith sent me tesdéem hoping that | will rise from the dead by the
power of the LordJesus Christ. | have now risemftbe dead. 3 My eyes saw the Lord Jesus in the
flesh whichHe took from the Virgin Mary, and Heimsan ineffable and indescribable glory. He
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called me by ray name, saying, ' O Caesar, arigeamol stand up alive, and become the beginning of
the resurrection of the dead.' ! He then took nteobthe hand of death, and Hisvoice gave life o m
body. He bestowed on you this great gift of my, l®emy father, because of your great confidence and
faith in Him, and He has raised me in order that goghtincrease in the glorification of His Majesty
greet you, 2 O Emperor, my father. My hand whichbaifiered putrefaction in the grave and the
fingers of which had dissolved into earth, iswgtito you this greeting.” IThe letter was handed to
courier who preceded Caesar to his father, anduaueal the great joy to him. When the missive
reached the Emperor he read it, and when he reagclieithe passage in which it was said, 4 " yaun s
who was dead is writing this to you with his owmtdand the Omnipotent Lord raised me from the
dead in Jerusalem,” he was immediately bewildemr@danfused, like Jacob when he received the
intelligence that his son was alive ;and he begaay to himself, "Is it possible that my son isal?

Is this news true ? " Then hewent to his wife aabrto her the letter of her son Caesar in whiolag
written that Jesusraised him from the dead.The Qtleew then from her the dignity of the wives of
the kings, when she heard that her sonwas alivkbaoame like a lioness. They called the couries wh
earned the letter and they saidto him : "Be carefslbeak the truth, and to tell us the story afsmn
exactly as it happened.Life or death are placedrbgfou as the result of your words. If we seefdlce

of our sonanother time, we will crown you with ttrewn of the kingdom and give you much money,
butif we do not see the face of our son, your ealyard with us will be sword and death. Go nowto
prison until we see the outcome of your words."Engperor did not neglect the affair of his son, but
despatched immediately other couriers toascerthgthver what had been said concerning his son was
true or not. The couriers of theEmperor took thg tealerusalem and found out that the son of the
Emperor and his army werecoming to the Emperor.ctheiers of the Emperor delivered then to
Caesar the letter of hisfather Tiberius. Astonishedhat they saw they proceeded to the Capitathvhi
they reachedone day before the entry of the stimedEmperor, and early next morning the son of
theEmperor arrived.Who would describe the greagjoy the sublime spectacle of that day ! When the
Emperor heard of the presence of his son he wertboueet him with so much haste that all the
townwas in a state of commotion, 1 especially witemhabitants noticed the Emperor walking onhis
feet to go to his son, and exultant with joy beeaws was going to meet him. When he sawhis face he
began to cry, and weep from joy, saying : " Glogytb you, O Jesus of Nazareth, OGod of earth and
heaven, who vivified the bones that had sufferedalution. Your graceovertook me to-day, because
you raised my son from the dead. | am to-day akaid seen theLord Jesus, and although | shall
confess and believe every day in you and in yoeaigpower,to-day the belief of my heart is more
intense."The resurrection of Lazarus from the dadfethany, four days after his death, was not
sowonderful, O my Lord, because you were with himttee earth ; the great wonder is that you
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raised my son, Caesar, three months after hisid€his miracle is also greater than that youwrdugh
for the son of the widow in the town of Nain, besayou were before the bier and youraised him
before his descent into the grave. The grace thahyve granted me, O myLord, is greater than that
which you granted to Jacob when he was told tieasbin Joseph wasalive, and he went to him and saw
him. My son remained three months in the gravelangour power you raised him from the
dead."This is what the Emperor said with a heamiming with joy,while embracing his risen son.
Then he said to his son : " O Caesar,my son, 1sajoyéul to-day as if | had seen the Saviour rising
fromthe dead and raising my son for me." The masevhich | heardHe was working, | see them to-
day with my own eyes." Then thefather ordered tiason should ride in a litter, 1 and he criedrsgy

" O our Lord Jesus Christ Who was crucified, Waser from thedead and raised my son for me ! "
How great was the joy of thetown when they saw tiatone who was dead had risen from thedead
after a death of three months ! There was also mungingand jubilation before and after him whike h
was riding.Then Caesar began to narrate to hiefahd mother all whathe had seen and all thasJesu
to Whom be glory had done tohim. He told them altelt and the torments he saw in it. Then his
father asked him and said : " Tell me about thesaycharacteristics, features and image of this.fna
And he said tohim : 2 " Father, what is your glorgomparison with that of thisgreat King. There is
no likeness of His glory in all the world, andnatilike the resplendence of the diadem of His
Kingdom. Hisspeech is life and His rancour is wr&fThe light of the sun cannotreach the brightness
of His splendour, and the dignity of His garmemii$ to be found with any other king of the eartis H
throne isa burning fire, and His cross is the ligihd the brightness of Hismajesty, which transcéinels
majesty of all the terrestrial beings.l, O fatled not see Him before His crucifixion to know His
portraiture and His features, but summon Pilate Gbvernor of Jerusalem, and he will inform you of
His physical characteristics,features and imaged"the Emperor immediately summoned Pilate who
was presented to him, and he asked him : " Aretgeusovernor Pilatewho crucified Jesus ? " And he
replied : " Yes, it is | your servantwho standsdoefyou. As to the crucifixion of Jesus, our lividod,

the Jews did not listen to my words on the matted, it isAnnas and Caiaphas who decided judicially
on His crucifixion."And the Emperor Tiberius saitlYou saw all the miracles and prodigies which He
wrought, and | have been informed that at the
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time of His crucifixion you were sitting and judgitdis case. Nowdescribe to me His image, His
portraiture, His picture, His majesty,and His bgduAnd Pilate said to him : "l bear witness
beforeyou, O Emperor, my lord, that He has beesettimes, 1 in mycourt, and | did not ascertain His
portraiture and His characteristics :once | saw ife@was of the colour of fire, 2 and once 1 saw
Himlike a bird flying to the heights of Heaven ahé angels speaking toHim ; 3 but your maidservant,
my wife, and my children saw Him intheir dream, avarned me against stretching a harmful hand
towardsHim. O my lord, by your life, | gave my twhildren to the Jewson His behalf in order that
they might not crucify Him, and in order that theyght release Him until | had brought His case
before mylord the Emperor, but they did not listemy words ; they releaseda robber from prison and
murder, and they took and crucified Jesus.Let krmmvn, however, to you, O my lord, that He didsthi
outof His own freewill."And the Emperor Tiberiusid&o him : "Tell me from whereHe is and from
what place He comes, and how and when He camedawnHeaven so that the Jews found Him,
seized Him, crucifiedHim, and murdered Him." ' Apdiate said to him : " Theytestified to me that His
mother is a virgin, chaste and pure, that Hewas bbher without breaking her virginal seals, amatt
her nameis Mary. The angel of the Lord came dowmfheaven andannounced to her that she will
conceive from the Holy Spirit and bring forth a Senose name shall be called Emmanuel." And
theEmperor said to him : " And how long did He raman the earth ? "And Pilate answered : " Thirty
years."And the Emperor said to him : " And in &lktlength of timeyou saw this man, noticed the
miracles and the prodigies that Hewas performing,you did not inform me of His affair." AndPilate
replied to him : "By your life, O my lord the Emperin allthis length of time | did not see Him nor
did | perceive His faceexcept on the day of theifiion, when the Jews brought Him tome and
crucified Him." And Tiberius said to him : " You ¥eacted high-handedly, and have not informed me
of His affair. Theydelivered Him to you, and youl aiot remember His miracles and prodigies, and
you did not feel awestruck in His presence, andltrg of His divinity did not frighten you. | wilhow
kill you anddo to you what you did to Him."The EmpeTiberius spoke thus and immediately after
thesoldiers seized Pilate and took him out in otdeut off his head,
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but the Emperor ordered that he should be cracdiother time before he was beheaded. And they
crucified him outside the city,struck him on thetievith a reed-stick, and nailed him to the wood,
pierced his side with a spear, tormented him witbvgus tormentsand after that proceeded to cut off
his head. 1 And the blessed Pilateasked the ssltliggive him ~ a little respite so that he might
pray.And he immediately knelt down and began tg,@aying :" O my Lord Jesus Christ who took
away all the sins of theworld, 3 have pity on yservant Pilate and forgive all my
stumblings,omissions and sins. Guard my poor sodildeliver it from torments. 41 beseech you, O my
Lord and my God, do not separate my soulfrom thgbar maidservant Procula, but make her worthy
to bewith me in the place of rest. Do not forgatilyservants, mychildren, because while | was in the
world, O Lord, I delivered themto death for youkaas a ransom for your crucifixion, but the
Jewsrefused them. Do not let the tribulations ttBibe in vain. Ihave indeed dared to judge you, O
just Judge, but do not rebuke mefor this sin whichve committed, because you are a mercifuland
compassionate God, and | am a created being, dauckdl tosay to you ' Who are You ? ' ' | implore
you, O my Lord, not to put me to shame and noebuke me because | caused you to bear your cross
and said to the Jews : ' Take ye Him and crucity HiAnd they did all this while | was in the seht
judgment 8 O myLord, my God, and my Saviour, | leebeyou not to remove mefrom your glory but

to grant me your mercy. To you be glory andhonoueter. Amen."Pilate uttered these words while
kneeling on the ground. Andl, Gamaliel was not d@bleestrain my tears when | saw the weepingof the
blessed Pilate when he began to implore the ssltliedeliver his body to his servants after they ha
cut off his head. Then heturned and noticed orteso$ervants, Basil ius 1 with a number of frieralk,
weeping, and he said to them : 2 " Do not weep owateath, because my Lord has tasted death for us.
When you see thatthey have cut off my head, | wantto shroud my body well, to bring it to
Jerusalem and there dig a grave for me near thie tdrdesus, my Lord and my Saviour, in order that
He may have pity onme." 'After Pilate had said they cut off his head on the fifteenth of the niont

of June. 4 Then we 8 got hold of his body, shroutladdtook it to Jerusalem, as he had wished. When
we reached the townwe found that his wife Procathtzer two children had died ¢ onthe very day of
our arrival, and we placed them all in one gravar iee sepulchre of the Redeemer.
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As to the Jews, the Emperor Tiberius sent ordedetosalemand had them all killed. He also sought
Herod to slay him, but hewas informed that he had tefore Pilate. 7After this the wife of the
Emperor Tiberius spoke to her husbandand saida KiO my lord Emperor, you knew and saw 8
whatthe Saviour Jesus did in resuscitating to uson from the dead, andwe, O my lord Emperor, feel
much sorrow because we did not seeHim, and beeaeiseere unworthy of perceiving Him. The
Jewskilled Him unjustly and you killed the Governano empoweredthem to kill Him. 1 If it pleases
you, O my lord Emperor, we willsend for His motlworder that we may see her, because it hascome
to our knowledge that she is living at this momaeniterusalem,the city of the Jews. We will take her
before us and crown her withthe crown of the kirgdind send her back to her country in order that
all may honour her, and in order that no wicked d&ay stretcha harmful hand towards her, as they did
with her son.”" When theEmperor heard these womds fiis wife they pleased him, and hedespatched
many soldiers, female attendants, and palace alitoJerusalem in order to bring the Virgin Mayy t
them so that theymight crown her with the crowhaf kingdom.Before this, our Saviour, King of
Kings, appeared to His mother and to the AposHéselect, and He disclosed to them manysecrets,
and informed them that the Emperor Tiberius had feertheVirgin Mary. Then after having laid upon
John to repair to theEmperor Tiberius," He turreetary, His mother, and said to her :" O my beloved
mother, | shall take you to My kingdom and showgogreat glory, greater than all the perishableyglor
and kingdomof this world. | am aware, O motherthaf fact that you were for many days in pains for
Me, and that you endured tribulations for Mysaketravelling from country to country and from town
to town ;now | have come to take you in order §fwat might travel with Meto the city of the living

God. You have toiled enough, O mother,come to buela of joy and eternal rest 4 You have toiled
withMe, O mother, in the sorrow that overtook yautbe day of theCrucifixion, come now and | will
take you to the comfort of Mykingdom.' You havdeadi O mother, and your heart has suffered for
Me,make haste and accompany Me to the eternal loyijay and to arepose that has no end. You have
toiled, O mother, in your weepingat the door of $keulchre, come now and see My glory and the
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majesty of My throne, 1 sitting as | am in the niéddf thousands and:myriads of angels. You have
wept for Me, O mother, on theKramon 2 and Golgothake haste and come to the eternal heihtgs.O
mother, your feet were tired in the streets ofalghly Jerusalem,come now and see the beauty of th
heavenly Jerusalem. O mother,,you were hungry laingtyt for My sake, come now and have your
satisfaction in the pleasures of heaven in My korgdO mother,you wept in the house of John for My
sake, come now and hear themelodies of the exarwbtf the Cherubim and Seraphim 3 who
glorifyMe, My Father and the Holy Spirit."This ishat the Saviour said to His mother to comfort her.
Then-she passed away and He sent her before Hthreomings of theCherubim. As to the Apostles,
they sorrowed greatly, bowed down,worshipped Himh asked Him saying: "O Lord, what is
thissorrow that you have prepared for us, in takiwgy your mother,and in separating her from us ?
She used to comfort us, your disciples, since #yeydu left us and ascended to heaven. To-daygreat
sorrow has filled our heart, and we became befgfoor sight 4and the sight of your virgin mother,
and deprived of her salutaryteaching." And the @avieplied saying : " O my beloved and Omy
members, do not be sad on account of the passiag eiiMymother from you. She has not died, but
she has gone to the dwellingsof rest, joy and atdife. 5 She toiled much with Me in this worlddan
now | have taken her up 6 to heaven, and you wihssee her and she will see you, because you are
bound to face the death imposedon mankind. | shledl her and travel with her in the dwellings o th
pious, and she shall see the Kingdom of Heaverkaod Mygreat love for her. 7" Did | not send you
another time 8 to the third heaven and yousaw éaednly Jerusalem in which your names are
inscribed ? Didnot the Father call you childrendwese you became My beloveddisciples ? How could
| not give heaven to My virgin mother inwhose wohremained nine months, from whose breasts |
suckedmilk like other children, and on whose |aat like other babes ?How could 1 not comfort her
heart and remove from it the sadnessand sorrowhwghie experienced in this world for My sake ?
Lothe kings of the earth wish to summon her in ptdéestow their honours upon her, but which
earthly king is able to bestow upon her honoursanmth as she deserves ? Lo, the seven doors are ope
before her and the twelve doors | of the heaveatyshlem are alsothrown open before her. The
greeting of the Father has reached her,sayingwddeome, O Mary ; the habitations of Heaven will
submitto you, and the seven trumpets * will sinfpbe you. The sea of fire
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will serve 3 before you, and the sun and the mottiroe at your feet. All the choirs of heaven walhg
before you, and heaven andearth will dance withicdas on the day of your Assumption.' 'This is wha
the Lord said to His disciples concerning His hatyher. Then He turned to John, His beloved, and
said to him :" You shall have to stand before TilmeCaesar, and bear witness tohim about what you
saw the Jews doing to Me on the wood of thecrddse"Saviour said these words to His holy disciples
and dis-appeared from their sight.Some days latetrbops which the Emperor Tiberius had sentto
Jerusalem arrived, accompanied by Palace offiaradsfemale at-tendants from the Queen. They
carried also with them the crown of the kingdonyal@arments, glorious dresses, and precious and
princelyrobes. They scoured all the land of Judasaarch of the Virgin, but they did not find her
because she had left this world and ascendedtehedvihey took, however, the blessed John and
brought him tothe Emperor Tiberius. When the Empsawv him he said to him :"" Are you John, the
beloved of the Lord and the friend of Jesus ? "Aokn answered and said : "By the will of God and
His grace,l am, O my lord Emperor, the one whaaited by this name. 1And now, O my lord, who is
worthy to unloose his shoe's latchet ?Who is ablgrasp the rays of the sun or to embrace lightRing
The judgments of God are light and truth, O Empeaod the light-of truth condescended to come to
us from the essence of God, andhumbling Himselfc#lked us His brothers, friends, and Apostles.
2By your life, O my lord Emperor, He never callexislaves, butalways brothers and friends.” JThen
the Emperor said to him : " Having performed adidbmiracles and prodigies, how could the Jews
pierce His heart with aspear ?" And the blessed deplied : "The life of all of us con-sists of wat

and blood, and both of them sprang from His hdlie 8efore His crucifixion His virgin mother
nudged Him at His side inCana of Galilee, becaesmple were in need of wine, and said toHim : ' O
my beloved Son, they have no wine to drink at tleel\ging.' And our Lord turned and said to her : ' O
woman, youhave placed in advance your finger orsgiod at which they will pierce My side. 4 You
have asked Me, O mother, to make winemixed witrewiat order that the guests of the wedding might
drink of it ; in this you have placed in advanceiyband in the spring of water and blood which will
jet forth from my side, and from which Ishall gitree faithful to drink." It is not good, O Empertrat
youshould study too deeply the greatness of Himiyy that is to say of
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God and His works which the intelligence of mennsible to com- prehend."And the Emperor said to
him : " Are you the disciple who wasstanding neanldt the time of His Crucifixion ? " And
Johnreplied : " Yes, | was present there and shthat the Jews did toour Lord Jesus Christ on the
wood of the cross."” And the Emperor said to hinvot will then know how to paint His image for
mein the figure | which He had on the cross, eyamsl He was crucifiedfor us." And John replied : "
Yes, | will paint Him." And theEmperor ordered alslof good stone, 2 and the blessed John paintedthe
figure of the Saviour on it 3 according to the orakthe Emperor.When it was finished the blessed
John bent his head over it in order to kiss it viiih mouth, and immediately after the lips of the
Saviour turned to the lips 4 of the blessed Johd,they kissed each other.The Emperor Tiberius
witnessed all this, and he was greatlyamazed awddsed. Then the icon which represented the
imageof our Lord cried and said : " It is enough)d@bn, that you paintedmy image and the figure of
my crucifixion, as you witnessed it on theday @ tnucifixion. It was not fair on your part, you my
beloved,to crucify me after my resurrection frora ttead ; 3 it would have been better if you had
painted my figure according to the image yousamefafter my resurrection. The Jews crucified me
once at thehand of Herod, why do you crucify maragathe hand of Tiberius ? "The soldiers divided
my garments among themselves in Jerusalem oncetaddlow the inhabitants of Rome also to see my
nudity. My sidewas pierced with a spear on Friddg,hot pierce me, O John, my beloved, another
time after my resurrection. | called Judas 8 mgrfd,and he delivered me to death ; but | love ¢u,
John, more than allthe world, do not leave me giioee, in the sufferings of the crucifixion, becaus
rose from the dead. You know, O John, the joy yoaexperienced, you and my virgin mother, on the
day of my resurrection,since, therefore, | rosenftbe dead, do not leave me in the passionof thescr
Know, O John, that my resurrection was joy and giass to all the earth."” 'After the image said tbis
John, the voice was heard no more.When the Empeard these wonderful words, his mind came
back,to him and he rose on his feet, kissed thd bEdohn and said :'You are truly the discipldedus
Christ whom He loved, and yoitare His friend." Ath@ Emperor took the image and embraced it,,then
he placed it on a high pedestal at that place tlikdmage of theSon of God in the country of the
Byzantines. 1 Then the Emperor

- 38 -



gave much money to John and bestowed many beoafltgm, but herefused to take anything. Then he
went out of the city, and a columnof light carrldch away and brought him to the Mount of Olives.He
greeted the Apostles, his brethren, and narratéieta what hedid in Rome, and all what happened to
him with the Emperor Tiberius.After this the Apestidesired to see the Virgin Mary and said :" We
have seen our brother John, perchance we shdilenatworthyto see our lady, the Virgin Mary, 2
before our death." While theApostles were saying fb the pure Virgin appeared to them in
greatglory. They fell on their faces before theesgyj of the precious robewhich she was wearing. She
came to James and John and raisedthem first, lieerased the rest of the Apostles, and began to
tellthem about a part only of the heavenly glomyrfd in the abode of rest, and informed them that sh
saw Pilate, his wife and his childrenin a greatyglohile the cross of Her Son was shining on
them.After having told them this she disappearethftheir sight. 3And | Gamaliel had learnt theadrt
writing, the science of Judaism 4 and that of thegtles our Fathers, and had also steppedin the
science of the philosophers until | had acquiredkihowledgeof the right answer, and learnt the
mystery of the resurrection of theLord Christ, d éime miracles which He performed, and
whathappened to the vizier of the Emperor, anddblis and theEmperor Tiberius, and | put all to
writing and composed it as amemorial | of the helsurrection.And | beseech you to pray for me and
to forgive me, me the weak Hyriacus. Pray for méhst the Lord may forgive me my mistakes,He
who is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the lividagl, whosuffered for us by His will. May He releas
all those who are boundwith the fetters of sinw® is the Christ of the worlds and theSaviourlbf a
We ask Him to forgive us our sins and all the badideof our past lives, which we committed with
knowledge or which we committed without knowledlyay He forgive them allin the greatness of His
mercy ! And as He has assembled us here mayHerraadeorthy to assemble in His kingdom, in the
heavenlyJerusalem ! May the Grace and mercy oBamiour Jesus Christ be with us. To Him be glory
in conjunction with His good Father and the Holyripnow, always and for ever and ever,
Amen.Praise be to God the Lord of the worlds.2ak ended by the helpof God.
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LAMENT OF THE VIRGIN FRAGMENTSFRAGMENT 14.

"... The mothers who in these countries have deexeath of their children, when they go to their
tomb in order to see the body of those over whoey theep, great consolation and great . . . resultfo
them. As to me | came out to see it ... with adisl. . .hanging on the cross like a robber ....Lo.

She opened her eyes, as they were closed in ootleslaok towards the earth because of its scandals
And she said to Himwith joy : ' O Master, my Lordy God, my Son, you have risen,you have truly
risen.' But He restrained her and implored herisgy ' O my mother, do not touch me. Wait for a
while, because itis the garment which my Fatheegae when He raised me up. Itis impossible that
anything carnal should touch me until I go to heaVd his body, however, is the one in which | dpen
nine months inyour womb. . . . Know these thingsn®mother. This flesh isthe one which | received
in you. It is the one which rested in mytomb, aind also the one which rose to-day and which stand
now before you. Examine well my hands and my f@etjary, mymother, and know that it is me
whom you have nourished. Do notdoubt, O my motihat, | am your Son. It is | who delivered
youinto the hands of John at the time when | wargjimgy on the cross.” Now, O my mother, go in haste
and tell my brethren and sayto them . . . accortbrdis words which | uttered to you, go toGalilee
where you will find me. Hasten because it is nagilae for me not to go to heaven to my Father."
Those who have suffered with me on the earti{The restis missing.)

FRAGMENT 15.

"... And (Pilate) called the second (soldier) aadigo him :' | know that you are more truthful el
these. Tell me (howmany Apostles) took the bodyesius in the tomb ? And heanswered : " Eleven of
them came with their disciples, and took it bysteadnd separated themselves only from this ome’ (i
Judas ?)." And he summoned the third and saidta hi esteem your

-40 -



witness more than that of the rest. Who took thadyhat Jesus inthe tomb ? ' And he replied to him :
Joseph and Nicodemus andtheir parents’ (sic)."mnsummoned the fourth and said to him : ' You are
themost important one among them, and | let therallgaf them. Tellme now (what happened) when
they took from your hands the body of Jesus irtdh@ ? * And he replied to him : ' O my lord, we
wereasleep. We had forgotten ourselves and we natrable to knowwho took it. Then we rose up and
looked for it but did not find it. ...\We have apged . . .™... Pilate said to the Jews and to émuzion :

' These people are lying in this way and their 8@tk contradictory.' Andhe gave orders to secure
soldiers until he had gone to the tomb. Atthat manie rose up with the heads of the Jews, the
Sanhedrin,and the high priests. They found the pimgys placed on theground without body there."
And Pilate said, ' O men who hate their own satithey hadtaken the body they would have also
taken the wrappings.' And theysaid to him : ' Da yot see that they are not his but that they lggton
some others ? ' Pilate remembered then the wordissof : ' It isimperative that great miracles khou
take place in my tomb.' Pilatehastened then tar émie the tomb. He seized the wrappings of
Jesus,which he pressed against his breast andvbiar he wept. He kissedthem with joy as if Jesus
were wrapt in them. Then he looked atthe centunbo was standing at the door of the tomb and
noticedthat he had one eye only because they hamlpthe other in awar which he hid with his hand
all the time in order not to see thelight" Theragil. . .. . . The flame of his wrath has comean y
And theyacquiesced in this condemnation, sayingay His blood and Hisdeath be on us for ever ! ™
And Pilate said to the centurion : ' O my brotluernotexchange in vain the true life which you have
received for the lie andthe quiet (sic) of the JeWsis is what he said in the presence of the

Jews. ...... Pilate and the centurion wenhéowtell of water of thegarden, which was very déeml

| Gamaliel followed them in thecrowd. They lookedlhe well and the Jews cried : ' O Pilate . . .
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Is this not the body of Jesus who died ? ' Andggbsand Nico-demus) said : ' O our Lord, the
wrappings which you hold are thoseof Jesus. Akitoltody it belongs to the robber who was
crucifiedwith Jesus . . . Joseph and Nicodemusepl#ice wrappings . . .... And Pilate remembered wha
Jesus had said : ' Thedead shall rise in my toknid. thereupon he summoned theheads of the Jews
and said to them : ' Do you believe that this esNazarene ? ' And they answered : ' We believel' A

he said :" It is right then to place His body irskdmb, as it is done to allthe dead
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